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INTRODUCTION. 
ROWING: ignorance oO f true religion, and the fen- 


fible decline.of vital piety, are, w ith | people of ferious 
oblervation, fubjects of frequent and heavy complainc. 
Many have manifefily only ** a name to live while they 
are dead:’’ many fold their arms in floth: and m: Iny more 
reject, with difdain, all that the Bible pronounces impx 
anteend all that the Chriftian holds precious. In thefa 


Critical circumftances, - friends of t ugly are not. permit- 


tedto be idles They called to ** fight the good fight of 
faith ;”’ to fhew that oo are not afhamed oi the goipel of 
Chritt. dt would indeed be a re proac hon their fincerity a3 


well as their zeal, if, whe r others are induitrious in diflemi- 
nating poifon, they fhould be remifs in circ ulating the anti- 
dote. Convié lilies like t] ¥ PA ¥e ane to the e pr opofals for 
the United States Chrifti: an Mag raZzin ec. A dei: gn to fubler ve 
the interefts of that religion of ‘the = irt, wihhout which no 
man {hall fee God, and ahumble hope that their efforts w iil 
not be oc loft, engaged the editors 1 in their r pre {ent 
Undertaking. Whoever has attentively read their propo- 
has obleived that the magazine contemplates three 
capital objects ; the explanation and fupport of the doctrines 
of the Reformation---the detection and refutation of contra- 
ry errors---and the promotion of vital, practical piety. 
When the man of fin, grown to his full ftature, had no 
orioufly ufurped the feat of Jefus Chrift; when the advo 
cates of his imperious and abominable pretenfions, deferting 
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fommandments of men;”? when in the church over which 
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he prefided, the glories of the gofpel were obfcured, moft 
of its charaCteriftic truths exploded, and all who were ho. 
neft enough to profefs, and hardy enough to affert them 
perfecuted with ‘unrelenting malice, and unabating fury ; 
when continuance in her communion was incompatible 
with a good confcience, and put eternal life in jeopardy; jt 
pleafed God to raife up champions of his caufe, and emi. 
nently to qualify them for their arduous and honourable fer- 
vice. Largely endued with the {pirit of faith and of fortj- 
tude, they entered their folemn prote/? againft the corrup- 
tions of the grand apoftacy: they refcued faving truth from 
the unrighteous imprifonment to which, by ignorance and 
fraud, it had long been configned; and wrefted Chriftian 
privilege from the facrilegious hands of ecclefiaftical, tyran- 
ny. heir principles, concifely exhibited in the conf e fions 
of the different Reformed churches, go by the name of 
THE DOCTRINES OF THE REFORMATION; 2. ¢. thofe 
doctrines which are common to the Reformed churches. To 
the propagation of thefe do€trines many holy men of God 
devoted the labour of their lives, and facrificed every earthly 
confideration: for thefe they ‘* took joyfully the fpoiling of 
their goods.”’ ‘Thefe they attefted with their expiring 
breath, and fealed with the blood of martyrdom. The/e 
doGtrines the Editors of the United States Chriftian Maga- 
zine believe to be the doétrines of the Bible---** the faith of 
God’s elect’’---that ** faith once delivered to the faints,” 
for which they are commanded ‘ earneftly to contend.’’--- 


They are aware that thisdyftem of principles does by no | 


means accord with fafhionable fentiment: but they are allo 
aware, that however odious it may be to the ** wifdom ot 
this world,’’ or however repugnant to carnal appetites, it 
is, neverthelefs, ‘* the path of life.’? Hither to direct the 
wandering, and here to confirm the weak, and to ftimulate 
the tardy, is both a facred duty, and a happy attainment, 
This will be the general objeét of thofe religious efJays which 

the magazine is intended to publifh, | 
Depraved as man is, truth has itilla teftimony in his con- 
{cience ; and we likewife know, that God will honour his 
own truth; and in the procefs of his gracious operation on 
the heart, will overpower its oppofition, fubdue its enmity, 
and bend it into {weet acquiefcence with thofe lioly doc- 
trines, againft which the pride of irregeneracy wages Un- 
ceafing 
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reafing war. Hence the g g¢ gofpel of Jetus, uttered in its fin- 

licity, and detached from the « enticing words of man’s 
wifdom,” has ever proved moft efficacious in making real 
converts; has ever been found “ the power of God unto 
{;lvation.”’ 

But, although a judicious ftatement of truth is in itfelt 
one of the mott effectual means of expofing the ab furdity, 
and repelling the affaults of error, yet, In combatting the 
latter, it is often proper and needful to a& offenfively. 
There are numbers who are not inured to profound reflec- 
tion, nor accuftomed to follow a principle through a train 
of legitimate confequences, nor able {fkilfully to apply a 
doétrine which they know to be true, as a teft of others of 
which they are dubious: and hence it frequently happens, 
that the upright in heart, who firmly adhere to the U1 uth, 
are not prepared to meet and overthrow objections. The 
editors will rejoice if they can bring any aid to th eir bre- 
thren in their conflicts with fubtle aisd pe tulant advertaries. 
Let,it not, however, be fuppofed, that this part of the plan 
of the magazine Is defigned to encourage difputation far di/ 
putatron’ fake ; or to invite polemical pens to mere trials of 
{kill in controverty ; or tokeep alive, much lefs to 1 ( 
the unhallowed flame of rancofous contention. Bitrernefs 
and paffion can receive no countenance from the editors, nor 
be fuffered to dilgrace their work. ** Words of truth and 
hibernefs” will be always welcome. 

As the great ule of religious do&trine is to conform the 
foul to the image of God, and to fubdue the condi 
obedience of his law, a principal objec of the mag AZIDE is 
the promotion of vital, prastical pia ety. tt Is 0 f compa r ath vel; 
{mall ; Importance wat 
remain ugrenewed and ) 
“ Without holinefs no man {hal Pe the Lord.’”’ W latever 
faith he may boatt, if it does not purify the heart and 
work by love,’’ it is a dead faith, and not worth poflefiing. 
Chriftians muft “ adorn the doétrit 


cs ~ — 
Uc ~t tO 41a 


ie of [G od their Saviour, 
and fhew by theirexample, as well as affert by their pro- 
feflion, that ¢* the grace of God, wh ich, bringeth lalyation, 
teacheth us, that denying ungodlinets and wordly lufts, we 


fhould live foberly, ri: shte oufly and godly in this prefent 
World.’ 
Although religious eflays relate indifferently to all the 
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branches of the magazine, yet there are fome fubjects on 
which the editors are particularly defirous of receiving in. 
eenious and pious dilcuffioas. 

There are many paflages of {cripture which ignorant feof. 
fers deride; many, which the difingenuous pervert; many, 
which * the unlearned and unftable wreft ;’? many, which 
keing mifunderftood, fill the guilelefs baliecs with keen dif. 
trefs. A rational, ‘and manly, and feriptural 1 interpretation 
of fuch texts will enricli this magazine, will do good fervice 
to Chriftianity, and call forth the gratitude of Cheittions 

‘They who are acquainted with the mingled exercifes of 

the ferious believer, need not be told into what perplexities 
he is often br: ought, and how hard he finds it to fatisfy his 
own mind about his real charaéter. Too diftinguith, in ex- 
perimental religion, ‘* the precious from the vile; ” to de- 
termine what is nature and what is grace; to know what 
fats may be fafely adopted as vouchers of fincerity, and 
what may confift with fatal felf- deception, 1s an attainment, 
the comfort of which even the truly gracious cannot at all 
times boaft. Encouraged by fome things, and appalled by 
ot] ners, they frequently fluctuate in fufpence, and not feldom 
are their fouls «* caft down within them.”” In many inftances 
they are likewile at a lols to decide what courfe they fhould 
take. Quettions relating to thefe embarrafiments, whether 
in matters of experience or matters of duty, come under the 
denomination of cafes of canfcience. Clear and judicious fo- 
jutions of them are of high utility in practical Chriftianity, 
and feem pe culiarly fitted for 4 publication like the prefent. 
Such quettions; ferioufl y propoted and circumftantially ftat- 
ed, the editors ave anxious to obtain, and will ftudy to pay 
them the moft pointed and refpectful attention. 

Chriftians are bound to feel a tender intereft in each 
other, and the profperity of their Redeemer’s kingdom 
{hould lie near their hearts. Children of one father, mem- 
bers of the fame body, and heirs of a comtnon {alvation, 
they may not be unconcerned about their brethren who are 
fccstered over the globe. Whatever affects any part of the 

body of Chriff, mediately or immediately, affects all the 
reft. When we do not hear, and cannot tell, bow it fares 
with the family at large, we are apt to contract an infenti- 
bility which damps the generous ardor of Chriftian affec- 


tion: which narrows the views of the mind, and which, by 
hiding 

































hiding the extent, diminithes the fweetnefs, of the commu= 
sion of faints. Whatever tends to aid that communion; 
and to draw clofer the cords of mutual attachment, is cer- 
tainly to be defired; and therefore accounts of the ftate of re- 
ligion in different parts cannot fail of being acceptable to all 
who love our Lord Jefus Chriit in fincerity. 

Uf the doctrines of the gofpel are ‘* worthy of all accepta- 
tion,’ and its theory of moral conduct majeftic and pure; 
thofe doétrines exemplified, and that conduc&t exhibited in 
yeal life, at once cheer with their luftre, and charm with 
their excellence. It is impoffible to conceive an earthly 
fpectacle more inftructive and fublime, than a Chriftian 
acting in the dignity of his character, and throwing around 
him the {plendor of his graces. His converfation in the 
world is an expreflive comment on his faith: his example, 
more than the arguments of a thoufand volumes, reaches a 
reproof to the gainfayer, and darts conviction into his con- 
fcience. ‘This is that ** great diviriity of virtue,’? which 
{trikes the fcorner dumb, and extorts a trembling homage 
even from the puptl of fin.--- The examples, moreover, of 
fuch as have been {trong in the faith, afford ufeful leffons 
toourfelves. When we learn how they thought and how 
they acted; how difinterefted was their zeal, and how un- 
wearied their induftry ; our coldnefs ftands rebuked, our 
negligence is corrected, and our languor roufed to laudable 
emulation. Nor is it one of the leaft agreeable effets which 
are produced by the records of thefe chieftains in Ifrael, 
that they animate our hope and augment our confolation ; 
and from the unity of gracious experience, furnifh a delight- 
ful proof that believers, in every age, are governed by one 
fpirit; and therefore, that their religion is ** from heaven 
and not of men.’’ For thefe and fimilar reafons, they who 
With well to the gofpel of Jefus, will not be difpleafed to 
fee.a portion of this magazine occupied with diographical 
relations of eminent Chriftians. 

_ As far as it depends on means, growth in knowledge and 
ll grace is confiderably dependent on the authors who are 
moft generally and attentively perufed. Many well mean- 
mg people receive no {mall injury from an injudicious 
choice of books; and many more, afraid of committing 
mittakes in this matter, are backward about purchating any. 
*° guard them againit neediefs expence, and to warn them 
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of pernicior 1s error, acandid review of publications, conneeed 
with the fubjects of the magazine, may greatly contribute. 
In the profecution of this work, the editors will be care. 
ful to provide a fuirable proportion of original matter. But 
as many treatifes already publifhed are rich with inftru@ion 


and delight, and little known, they cannot refufe themfelves 


he pleafure, nor their re dete the benefit, of inferting Co- 
pious extracts from fuch valuable productions. 

‘To hil up the parts of this extenfive plan will be a labo. 
oe tafx. ‘[he’editors cannot flatter themfelves with the 
hope of accomplifhing it, without liberal affiftance from 
hofe on wi fe approbation they can confidently reckon. 
From the f tiends to the doétri ines of grace, they refped fully 
folicit, and with lome aflurance expect, { fupport.: By differ- 
tations written with candor, intelligence and {pirit, they 

vill at all times confider eddies obliged. Next to va- 
luable matter, they will prize perfpicuity, purity and ele- 
gance. As much brevity as juftice to the fubject permits, 
they will deem an additional and meager eaten recommenda- 
tion. ‘Their correfpondents cannot but be fenfible, that 
ace the very nature of their publication, all pieces with 
which they may be favoured mult be fubje&t to revie' w, and, 
if aceedetia to Sworrectli m. [his condition wil! be under- 
ftood as accepted by all whofe communications are not ac- 
companied with a contrary requeit. lf any performances 
be required to be printed exactly as they are written, he 


authors are intreated particularly to mention it, that, it 


their pieces fhall be judged not wholly proper, they may be 
returned. 

The editors do not folace themfelves with the belief, that 
the United States Chriftian I Magazine, conducted on the 
pl. an propoted, will unite all voices in its favour. As no- 
thing repugnant tothe capital articles of the Old Proteftant 
faith can, upon any contideration, be admitted into it, it 


will probably not efc ape the cenfure of being p: tial and il- 


liberal. “hey are not ignorant, however, that the fame, 
and {till heavier charges have uniformly been hea ped upon 
the coctrines of the Crofs: nor ar e they unwilling to flare 
a reproach in which the apoftles of “Jefas are at le a as deeply 
ate a chicmesere et. [f there is any illiberalit ee Mn 
the principles they efpoufe, not in ‘the " publicat ion a thei 


Ww ilils ic MINOT in any ref pect alter te eir nature. And furels 
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it can make no difference whether fentiments apeeay avomres 
ed, are ufhered into the world in a diftinét and claborate v 
lume, or in the humbler | r form of the numbers of a magazine. 
Atany rate, the editors can be accufed of nothing but takin 
the benefit of a common right, which none ever f{crupled to 
yfe when intereft or inclination demanded it, 

But though they are deeply convinced that the principles 
which they have adopted, and determined to fuport, ae 
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ft themfelves in opp: ition to Revelation, and, in particul ‘ 
0 the difpenfation of the mercy and grace of God, br 
Mediator ;’ and that among thefe there thould be high 
tenders to reafon and rhilofophy. Kver i oY 
“N to philofophi“, carnal men hay 
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fophy againft the religion of the gofpel. Its friends are 
concerned both to procure its reception, and to preferve it 
pure: but in each of thefe refpeéts has the philofophy of the 
world fought its injury. Hence thofe repeated cautions and 
directions, particularly in the writings of this apoftle, 
againft its ‘influence. 

It may, indeed, appear ftrange that a Revelation fo ainply 
attefted, fo excellent in its nature, and fo beneficial in jts 
tendency, fhould meet with fuch oppofition. Mankind 
are not commonly difpofed to difcredit good news, or to at 
violently againft their intereft. It may feem alfo to have 
no friendly afpe&t upon the religion of Jefus Chrift, that 
among its enemies fhould be reckoned men of fhining parts, 
and whofe lives have been {pent in literary purfuits. 

Strange, however, and unaccountable as this may, at firf 
view, appear, Revelation clearly forefaw it, and has itfelf 
accounted for it upon principles the moft rational and f- 
tisfaGtory. The gofpel is a difplay of the moft confum- 
mate wifdom: yet not the wifdem of this world, nor of the 
princes of this world, that come to nought. But the wifdom 
sf God in a myfiery, even the hidden wifdom which Ged or- 
dained before the world unto our glory. However coniiftent 
the glorious difcoveries of the gofpel may be with the na- 
tural underftanding of man, or however fully they may, 
when known, approve themfelves to found and unbiafled 
reafon, yet they were infinitely beyond its reach, and 
could never have been difcovered by it. For the know- 
ledge of them we are indebted to Revelation. And al- 
though the evidences of the divine original and authority 
of the facred {criptures are abundantly fufficient to produce 
conviction, and will not fail to gain the affent of every 
candid inquirer; yet more, much more is neceflary to our 
apprehending the fuitablenefs, excellency, and glory o 
the things contained in them; to our hearty approbation 
and cordial reception of them as the gofpel of our falvation. 
There mutt be a capacity ov fenfe calculated for the dilco- 
very and enjoyment of any object. There muft be a capa 
city to apprehend the glories of the gofpel, and a fenle 
relith thofe refined enjoyments which it beftows beiore 
can be either approved or received. ‘There muft be a ip 
ritual difcernment of things fpiritual anddivine. We mul 
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believe that he is fo. The natural man receiveth not the 
things of the fpirit of God: for they are Joolifhne/s unto him ; 
neither can he know them, becaufe :hey are {piritually difcerned. 
The learned have, in this refpeét, no advantages over the 
illiterate, nor men of diftinguithed abilities over thofe of 
much inferior parts. “They are equally dependent upon 
the illumination and teachings of the holy fpirit. Through 
his teaching way-faring men, though fools, fhall not err. 
Without this, the moft eminent and diftinguifhed for ta- 
lents and the extent of their knowledge, thal! tumble npon 
the dark mountains of ignorance and error, until they fall 
and rife no more. 

Nay, between men of fhining parts, and great natural 
jmprovements, and thofe who are eminent for neither, there 
isthis remarkable difference, that the one is often brought, 
with humility, gratitude and praife, gladly to embrace what 
the other, in his pride and felf-fufficiency, 1s left to reject. 
In the infinite fovercignty of God, the things which be- 
long to their peace are often hid from the wife and prudent 
of this world, whilft they are-reyealed unto babes. Evex 
fo Father, for foit feemed good inthy fight. For it is written, 
Iwill deftroy the wifdom of the wife, I will bring to nought the 
underftanding of the prudent. Where is the [cribe? FWhere is 
the di/puter of this world? Hath not God made foslifh the wif- 
dom of this world? Should a blind man undertake to judge 
of colours, or a man who js deaf of founds, would you 
not think that they acted a very prepofterous part? And 
Should they profefs to be confirmed in the perfuafion that 
there exifts no fuch thing in nature, let me afk what me- 
thod you could fall upon thax would promife to convince 
them? Precifely in this fituation are they who oppofe rhe 
gofpel. They are by no means competent judges in the 
cafe. Having never fubmitted themfelves to the teachings 
of the holy fpirit, the great agent in the adminiftration of 
this difpenfation, they are ftrangers to its nature and excel- 
dency, and, in their moft confident affertions refpecting it, 
know not what they fay, neither whereof they affirm. 
And againft grofs ignorance and inveterate obftinacy, there 
#$No contending with any proipect of fuccefs. 

_ Butthis is not all. The human mind, in its natural ftate, 
8 not only defiitute of a moral capacity to apprehead fpi- 
vitual things in their reality, excellency, and glory, bu; 
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alfo, as far as it has any apprehenfions of them, it hates them 
with a perfect and irreconcilable hatred. For, however 
dreadful and mortifying, it is atreath attefted by veracity 
itfelf, and confirmed by the experience of all who have 
been brought to know the plagues of their own hearts, that 
the carnal mind 1s enmity, enmity in-the abftract, abfolute 
and unyielding-oppofition and enmity agaim/? God; and 
neither is, nor can be fubjeé to his law. Now the ineli- 
nation of the will and affections is well known to blind the 
mind, and pervert the judgment: what they. hate, and deem 
contrary to their intereft, mankind will oppofe.. Accord- 
ing to {cripture principles, then, every man, in his natural 
ftate, is, at heart, an infidel. It is true, this evil difpofi- 
tion and character may not only be concealed from the 
»world, but alfo, through the deceitfulnefs of the human 
heart, from the perfon himfelf, until an oceafion is offered 
for its exercife and difplay. Nor will it ever be removed 
but by a new creation in Chrift Jefus, through the fuperna- 
tural influence of the Holy Spirit. 

Having thus, upon the principles with which the gofpel 
furnifhes us, fatisfactorily, I truft, accounted for that op- 
pofition which it meets with from fome pretenders to rea- 
fon and philofophy, as well as from others; let us now en- 
ter a little more fully intothe merits of the caufe. Let us 
confider the advantages and difadvantages on both fides. 
With this view, let us inquire what the gofpel is---what 
pretenders to reafon and philofophy would fubftitute in its 
room---and what the effects of this fubftitution. From the 
folution of thefe three inquiries, we hope to explaia the 
import, and to evince the importance of the apoftolic in- 
junction. -- Beware, left any man fpoil you through philofop*y 
and vain deceit. 

If we miftake the object, all our reafonings upon it may 
be entirely miftaken, and all our conclufions falfe. Let 
us then, in the firft place, inquire what the gofpel is? and 
it is not neceffary that | fhould {pend much time on this 
point. In a word, it may be defined, a revelation from 
heaven of God’s eternal purpofe refpecting the falvation o! 
{inners of the human race. There are, however, three 
inquiries refpecting this difpenfation worthy of our particu- 
Jar attention. Did the world ftand in need of it ?---Has 1 
been actually given?-- And is it calculated to aniwer the 
ends for which it was given? it 
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If the condition of the world did not require fuch a dif- 
enfation, it was fuperfluous and umneceffary. If it has 
pot been actually given, all our reafonings concerning it, 
and all our expectations and hopes from it, are vain and 
groundlefs. Andif it is not calculated to anfwer the ends 
for which it was given, it might as well not be given at all. 


A. 
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Can a difbelever of revelation have evidence of divine accept- 


ance and future happr nefs ? 


HE difbeliever is here fuppofed to admit the moral 
perfections and providence of God, the apoftacy of 
man, and the neceffity of repentance. Can he then, upon 
his own principles, be a penitent? Or, admitting this, 
has he evidence of divine acceptance and futute happinefs? 
In the firft place, Can adifbeliever of revelation be a pe- 
nitent ? . 
Repentance proceeds on a foundation entirely different 
from innocence. Every penitent views himfelf as an of- 
fender again{ft an holy God, and obnoxious to his judgment 
No wife parent or lawgiver ever encouraged his children or 
fubjects before-hand with hopes of impunity in cafe of difo- 
bedience. Pardon is therefore a provilion made after th 
commiffion of fin, not defore. Will the difobedient repent 
without hope of pardon: No. From whom, but the autho- 
rity dilobeyed, can they know that they may be pardoned? 
Lhe hope of pardon is therefore derived from a ew fource, 
wholly unknown to the lightof nature. “‘Vhe light of na- 
1, 


= 
A \ 


ture fays, the foul that fins againft the higheft authority 
fhall die. If that authority fits on a throne of grace, the 
finner knows it only from revelation. Admitting, there- 
fore, that repentance affures acceptance and future happi- 
nels, yet the foundation of repentance is laid in revelation. 
This the difbeliever fays he does pot need. How then can 
he be a penitent? Whether thefyflem he rejects be a reves 
lation or not, it is fufficient to obferve, that revelation is ef- 
{ential to the hope of the guilty, and hope effential to re- 
pentance. The criminal who has forfeited his life to the 
date, could have no evidence or profpedt of pardon, but ia 
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one or other of two ways.  Firft, an explicit promulga. 
tion of pardon. Or, fecondly, one or more inftances of 
pardon granted in like circumftances. He has nought to 
expect, but the execution of the fentence of the law, if jy 
neither of the ways mentioned the willingnefs of the fy. 
preme authority to pardon hath been fignified. Inftead of 
applying as a penitent for remiffion, he mutt defpair. 

‘« But are there not fufficient traces of goodnefs in the 
<‘ works and providence of God, to aflure us, that he will 
** pardon fin, and therefore toexcite repentance?” There 
are, indeed, inthe heavens and earth, air and fea, in our 
own frame, in the eonfervation and order of the univerfe. 
and the various provifion for all living, abundant traces of 
goodnefs. We experience this goodnefs in the variation of 
the feafons, in plenty, health, and the pleafures of fociety. 
Gradations, conne€tions, dependencies, and fitneffes pro- 
claim alike the power, wifdom and goodnefs of the Crea- 
torand Upholder. But while we obferve order and harmony 
inthe material and animal creation, we do not obferve it in 
the zztel/cefual and moral, Man has violated the law of or- 
der, and corrupted himfelf, by rebelling againft his Crea- 
torand Father. Shall we argue from the order of other 
parts of the creation, that God will compaffionate the mo- 
ral diforders of man? Unfruitful feafons, fcarcity, plagues, 
earthquakes, wars, diftrefs of nations, the confulion and 
mifery prevalent in the world, mark the divine difplea- 
fure. ‘The difbelieverdoes not fay, that goodnefs is an un- 
diftinguithing propenfity to communicate happinefs. He 
acknowledges, (or there would be no need of repentance) 
that a good parent or mafter may banifh from his houfe the 
caild or fervant who perfifts in violating all order and duty; 
that a good ruler may cut off an incorrigible fubject when 
the public fafety requites it. The difbeliever we {peak of, 
hopes for acceptance and future happinefs, not on the 
ground of impunity in vice, but on the ground of repent- 
ance. He argues, that God will accept repentance, be- 
caufe his works and providence thew that he is good---not 
good: contrary to moral rectitude, but confiftently with it. 
He admits that God may and doth puntfh fin in this world, 
and may in another; but maintains, that when repentance 
intervenes, he will pardon fin, becaufe nature and provl- 


@ence prove him good. Is there then any certain difcrim!- 
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yation made between good and bad character? Is vice ne- 
ver triumphant? Virtue never depreffed? Tyranny and 
ufurpation, from age to age, and over the whole earth, 
have trampled 6n human rights, Does any thing but re- 
yelation elucidate this myftery? Will particular inftances 
of his providential -goodnefs prove that God accepts repent- 
ance, when fo many things involve the fubject in darknefs ? 
Human ideas of his character and adminiftration are very 
fsint, and apt to be very wrong. We can have no confi- 
dence in any {peculations on the prefent fubject but fuch as 
grereducible to pradfice. Cana fingle example be pro- 
duced of a real penitent, one who had comfortab!’e evidence 
of an immortality, and yet had abfolutely no other guide 
than reafon and nature? Let the age and country be named, 
in which there was no light from revelation. 

This brings to view the other part of the inquiry. Ad- 
mitting that a difbeliever of revelation may be a penitent, 
has he therefore evidence of divine acceptance and future 
happinefs ? 

Let us fecur to the ftate of religion at the moment when 
moral evil entered into this part of the creation, be that 
moment as far back as it may. At that moment experience 
could not teach man to expect mercy from his Creator and 
Governor: it could only teach him how he had been treat- 
ed while he continued zmmocent. His character being changed 
from innocence to guilt, he might naturally expect differ- 
ent and contrary treatment;.according to the change of his 
character. He had then learnt nothing from the divine 
conduct to him as a fallen creature. We fuppofe him ts 
be convinced that he had rebelled againft a wile and righte- 
ous lawgiver, Would he, upon this conviction, inftantly 
cherith an hope of pardon, without any difcovery made 
irom that lawgiver? Would not the expectation of judg 
ment immediately fill his mind? The light of nature, in 
the cafe now ftated, could be no other than total darknefs. 
Ifthe confequent treatment which man received from the 
offended Jawgiver, encouraged an hope of pardon, that 
reatment was a practical revelation. By recurring to the 
urft introdu€tion of fin, whenever it was, the abfolute ne- 
eeflity of revelation at ¢/at time, as a foundation of hope, is 
manifeft. Ifit was neceflary at that time, the confequence 
that revelation is the origin and ba/is of hope to the guilty. 

This 
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This fhews the true ftate of natural religion under the apof. 
tacy. Religion muft have been loft, after fin entered into 
the world, had God made no revelation to man. If the 
courfe of providence will warrant a conclufion, that the 
penitent may be happy hereafter, is not the goodnefs of 
God in his providence the effect of a revealed plan of 
mercy? 7 

One further and material obfervation muft be added. The 
doctrine of atonement has obtained, more or lefs, in all ages 
and nations. Revelation contains the only rational ac- 
count of thisdodtuine. If derived from revelation, how- 
ever the doctrine has been corrupted and perverted, let any 
reafonable man judge, whether a difbeliever of revelation, 
even granting him to be a penitent, can have evidence, 
good evidence, of divine acceptance, and confequently of 
future happinefs---whether any evidence he may have, be 
not borrowed from revelation---whether facritice, tradi- 
tion, or an intercourfe with thofe who have enjoyed reve- 
Jation, has not preferved, in all ages and countries, fome 
revealed lights, however {mothered 1n fuperftition. 

Were we then to admit, that nature affords fufficient 
light to lead finners to repentance; and were we further to 
admit, that a penitent, upon the footing of this light, 1s 
really accepted with God; it might ftill bea quettion, whe- 
ther he could have evidence of his acceptance, and of future 
happinefs. The refult is, that we are indebted to the atone- 
ment of Chrift, and the immortality brought to light by 
the gofpel, for all our hopes. . Hence appears the impott- 
ance of revelation, that of Chriftianity efpecially. A bet- 
ter reafon why any reject the gofpel of life and immortality 
cannot be given than this: Aden love darkne/s rather than 
light. This is their condemnation. D. 











From a Colleétion of Remarks, Meditations, &&c. entitled Deep 
Things of God. 

HERE are few finners but what hope to repent before 

they die, and neverthelefs continue to {wallow the 

damnable and intoxicating draughts of fin. The extrava- 

gant folly of fuch perfons may be compared to that of 4 


man who ftabs himfelf in order to heal the wound again. 
bor 








THE U.S. CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE. rg | 4 , 
For the United States Chriftian Magazine. 
A work, entitled HORA SOLITARIZ, lately publifted 
Britain, has gr eatly attracted the notice and efleem of Tote | ie 


readers. It 1s comprifed in two volumes offavo; the firft of 
which confifts of ** Effays upon fome remarkable names and titles 
of Fefus Chrift, occurring in the Old Teftament, and declara- 
tive of Ats effential divinity, and gracious offices in the redemp- 
tion of man.”’ To this volume is annexed, * ‘ an Effay, chiefly 
hiftorical, upon the doétrine of the Trinity.’ 

The fecond volume 1s compofed of ‘6 Effays upon Some remarkable 
names and titles of the Holy Spirit, ogcurring in the Old and 
New Tef? aments, and declarativ of his effenti tal dtvini ty 
and gracious offices in the falvation of man. To which 1 
annexed, a brief account y { the herefies relative to the doétrine 
of the Holy Spirit, which have been publifhed fince the 
Chriflian ara.” 

This performance, equally diftinguifhed for profound learning, 
acute difquifition, and fervent experimental prety, is the pro- | 
duétion of a layman. The author’s name does not accompany ; 
his book; but the editors of the magazine have learned that 
he is a Mr . Searle, who was a confiderable time in America 
during the war, and ferved in an official capacity under Lord 
Howe. This gentleman has deferved well of the church of 
God, by Jus ‘eral other pieces. His Chriftian Remembrancer, 
Chriftian Parent, Chriftian Hufbandr y, &Sc. render him 
very dear to thofe who have had an opportunity of perufing, and ' 
who have a tafte for reltifhing, thefe precious tracis. The 
Jays in queftion are his prin cipal work. Devoted to the e honor 
of our divine Redeemer, and of that Holy Spirit who effec- 
‘tually applies ees ta the hearts of his people; and to 
the promotion of the life of grace within them, it cannot fail 
to infure their appr shibion and their gratitude.- It is, mores 
over, awork peculiarly feafonable at the prefent day, when | 
the Arian and Socinian monfier, lurking beneath the garb of ‘Wek: 
affected ch» rifitan jfimplicity, rears his hid us head, utters his 
fearful i impteties, and breathes his deadly seifaks The reader 
will find the argumentativepart ingenious, fcr iptural, and un- 
anfu erable. Ere will meet with many 1m, portant oafer vations 
which beauti ully wluftrate the genius of the Old Leffament 
one omy, and di ifp! ay, in a fir ong light, the fp tual glory of 
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ficant; to others, unmeaning; and to others, ufelefs. Th 
author’s views of every text will not, perhaps, command 
univerfal afjent: hut in general they are fo fcriptiral ang 
evangelzcal, that they muft both pleafe and infiruG, Th 
praftical applications, which, in every inflance, are drawn 
Srom the fubjeé? of the effay, are truly excellent. Enteriny 
deeply into gracious experience, they faften upon the con/cienvi 
they explore the heart, they roufe, they warn, they comfor', 
they eftablifh. Such as know what it is to live a life of faith 
upon the Son of God, will count them an invaluable treafure 
On the while, we carnefily recommend the book to the vey 
particular attention of our chriftian readers; and as it 
Little known in America, and not to be purchafed from th: 
bockfellers, we have thought we could hardly do a mre at 
ceptable office to the exercifed believer, than to republi/a th 
whole of thefe cfJaysin our magazine. The firft is fubjoined 
to thefe remarks, and the reft will follow it indue courfe. 


Effays upon fome remarkable Names, &c. of the MESSIAH, 
revealed in the Old Tefiament. 


Effay I. LORD, under the Titles or Names of Jriiov ay, 


EHJAH, JAH. 
HE Title Jenov An is the grand, the peculiar, art 
the incommunicable name of GOD. [It neither 4 
applied to any created being throughout the fcriptures, nol 
can be applied in reafon: for it imports the neceffary, 1* 
dependent, and eternal exiftence of the Most Hicn. 

Of the infinite, [clf-exiftent Effence, implied by this nam‘ 
it is impoflible for us to form a full and adequate idea; be 
caufe we, and all other creatures, have buta finite, derivate® 
gfjence. Or fublimeft notions of fuch uncircumicribé 
exiftence muft fall infinitely more fhort of the truth, that 
the fmalleft animalcule, oratom floating in the arr, of th 
yalt dimenfions of univerfal nature, 

We could not even have conceived any thing of the p® 
culiarities, which this name teaches us, of the ALMIGHT" 
if he had not been pleafed to reveal himfelf under it, @% 
to declare thofe diftinguithing peculiarities tous. Frome 
want of this revelation, the wifeft heathens did but grop* 
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or (as the Apoitle exprefies it) feel after him™ in ‘ 
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tacitly acknowledging, by their great variety of different 
cone ures, what Szmondes protefled openly, that the more 
tisty confidered and refleéted upon the being and nature of 
(JOD, the more infcrutable Hr appeared to them, and the 
nse bewildered were their refearches after him.* How 
think ful then ought we to be for the Hoty Scriptures! 
How thould we meditate on them, day and night !---Thefe 
wiineverlead usaftray. Thefe will edify our underftand- 
if, and enlivenour hopes, without the fallacies of human 
fophiftry, or the drynefs of carnal inventions. Ina word, 
th more conftant and teachable readers, by the aid of divine 
erae, we are of thefe, the more fhall we become real, and 
fod, and experimental divines. 

Jewovan, ExnyAn, and Jaw, are names expreffive of 
thé incommunicable ESSENCE; not names of OFFICE: 
Asi, had it not pleafed him, from the infinite fouwrcé of 
hig own free grace and love, to have affumed fome other 
de%ominations, fignificant of his own kindnefs to us, and of 
wht we necd from him; this awful tithe Jenova 
cotl{ only have thundered ten thoufand terrots, and filled 
thé oul of fallen man with all the torments of a con/uming 
firé+ Abftractly viewed, as a Being of infinite power and 
hobs, who made the heaven, the heaven of heavens, with 
all thir hoft, the earth, and all things therein; we, as finful 


_ crétures, could have had no complacency in his holinefs, 


Nes, as rebellious creatures, any delight in his juftice. He 
alf6 muft abhor «, from the contrariety of our nature to 
histwn. But, in his office-character of Saviour and Re~ 
deeMr, we become endeared to him and he to us; and alf 
his work of creation and grace appears to be arrayed with 
the infinite fplendors of eternal glory. 
_ Ahe word Jan fimply ftands for the divine effexce, or for 
MwA who 1s, and who neceffarily MUST be. 
he name Enjan occurs no where but in Exod. iii. 14. 
and neans, not only HIM, who neceflarily-1s, but who ne-~ 
Cty wit, Be. It regards the future eternal, and de- 
MoNtrates the immutability of the divine exiftence. 
he title JEHOVAH includes the pa/?, the prefent, and the 
wm" eternal; that 1s, according to eur conceptions: for all 
thins, and every divifion of that duration which we un- 
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* Cic,-de nat. Deor. 1.1. § 60. 
4 Deut. iv. 24. Heb. xii. 29. 
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derftand by time, are pre/ent with him though fucceffive 
ious. Thus the infpired apoftle (finding no word in Greek 
to reprefent the idea of the Hebrew) ufes a periphra/is, ot 
comment on the word; and expreffes the name JeHovap 
by, HE that 1s, that wAs, and that 1s To CoME.* 

“The word JeHovan (which contains the other two) 
imports, in it/elf, an independent effenceé ; and it denotes, 
to us, and to the whole creation, both the /ource of life, and 
the continual maintainer of it.¢ In him every fpecies of 
exiftence lives, and is moved, and hath its being. Thus far, 
becaufe it is neceflary to faith, it is given us to underftand:; 
and thus far we ean form a ju/?, though narrow, idea of ir: 
but we cannot, with precifion, form the leaft idea of ab- 
firadied effence; much lefs can we comprehend /piritual ¢f- 
fence ; and leaft of all are we acquainted with znfinite and 
fpiritual efjence abfiratied. We know, that, in the reafon 
‘ef things and by divine revelation, /uch an effence has exif- 
ence, and may be juftly convinced of it as of the exiftence 
ot our own /pirits: but to fpecify the made, or the nature of 
the one or the other, is abfolutely beyondus. ‘Fhe beft ac- 
count which Plato, a man of the moft enlarged and pene- 
trating gens, could give of the godhead, was, that the 
mind could neither comprehend, nor language exprefs, 
him. We.-need not afcend to the nature of /pirit for proofs 
of human incompetency to determine upon effences; for 
there is not a particle ef matter, or the fimpleft property in 
nature, which does not exceed the comprehention of our 
faculties, and elude our utmoft inveftigation. And if the 
wifdom of this world cannot define the effence of a grain 
of fand; how fhall the wifdom of this world find out GOD, 
or fiudy the ALMIGHTY to perfection? ** We may dit- 
«s cern, fays M. Rollin (treating of the philofophical opi- 
<¢ nions concerning the Deity,) the weaknefs of human rea- 
«« fon, and the vain efforts that it makes alone, to raile It- 
«* felf up to the exact knowledge of a God truly hidden,§ 
‘sand who dwells in inacceffible light. What progrefs in 
‘6 this refpect was proud reafon capable of making, during 
<¢ above four ages, in the beft heads of Greece, in the molt 
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¢¢ of their moft famous {chools?----- There is nothing fo 
«¢ abfurd, that has not been advanced by fome philofopher.’’* 
For the juftice of this remark, we need only recur to Zuély’s 
books upon the nature of the Gods. Thefe circumftances, fo 
humiliating to the pride of man, fhould at leaft teach him 
modefty and diffidence in every fpeculation, which relates 
to the Hicu and Lorty One that inhabiteth eternity ; 
and conftrain the Theifts or Deifts, Socinians, Unitarians, 
and all’ our rational inquirers (as they ftyle themfelves,) 
co ufe fome caution and moderation of fentiment and lan- 
guage, when treating of this profound and important fubject. 
The obfervation of St. 4u/fiin is true; mec periculofius alicule 
erratur, nec laboriofitis aliquid queritur, nec fructuofius aliquid 
invenitur ; ** no point js to be miftaken with more danger, 
« none to be ftudied with more diligence, none to be un- 
“ derftood with more profit.”” It is never more eafy to err 
thanin the dark. And if men reject the light of JEHOVAH 
(the revelation of his will,} and choofe rather‘to walk by 
the feeble glimmerings of their own reafon ; how is it poffi- 
ble for them, in the midft of that obfcurity of which every 
man muft complain, to be fure of travelling in the right 
way! Ifthe matter tranfcend all human underitanding ; how 
can human underftanding prefume to guide? If the fub- 
ject be altogether infinite and divine; what lefs than a mind, 
entirely divine and infinite, can defcribe any thing concern- 
ing itfelf, or communicate a juft defcription to the creatures? 
And if men cannot do whiat is leaft, by {pecifying the prin- 
ciples of fenfible obje&s ; how can they perform what is 
greateft of all, explaining thofe properties, of which /en/e 
affords no demonftration? It is a pofition, which neither 
human nor diabolic fophiftry can refute, that GOD by his 
name JEHOVAH hath revealed, that he zmdependently, and 
eternally, exifis; and, by sther denominations, that he exifts 
ina perfonality: And it is the fummit of human wifdom to 
Teceive this teffimony of GOD (to which it can bring nothing 
{uperior,) concerning his own nature, both becaufe it is 
impoffible for him to lie, and of courfe to deceive us, and be+ 
faule on giving credence to his word depend all our comfort 
and happinefs both here and hereafter. The infidel, on the 
other hand, attempts to rob us of this true knowledge of 
OD, and the happinefs refulting from it; but cannot fup- 
ply 
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ply its place withany well-grounded opinion of the Deity 
or with any juit profpect of our everbafting imtere{t in The 
He would remove every /o/id foundation, and leave us to 
build our hopes upon nothing but gir. 

Our tranflators have ufuatly rendered the name Teruo. 
VAFE — word Lorp, which implies power and domi. 
nion: But as this is fo very inferior to the complete idea of 
the original word, and as perhaps no one word in any Jan- 
guage can convey that idea; it might have been better to 
have retained the original name wherever it occurs, and to 
have given a fhort elucidation of its import in a note where 
it is firft mentioned in the book of Genelis. It is however 
diftinguifhed by capital letters from the name Adonai, allo 
tranflated Lord, which ftands in the common charaéers, 
The diftin&tion may be obferved in the firft verfe of the 
cxth pfalm, and in many other places. 

‘This glorious name, incommunicable to any of the crea- 
tures, 3s applied to each and to al] the perfoms in the facred 
Trinity throughout the feriptures. Hence we may learn, as 
well as by other declarations, that every perfon is dy him- 
{elf both GOD and LORD, and confequently able to fulil 
reipectively the engagements of the everlafting covenant 
madeinour behalf. [tis applied to the Fa THER, as Crea- 
tor, in Ifaiah Ix. 16. and Ixiil. 7,8,g. Tothe Son, as Ke- 
deemer, in Ifaiah Ix. 16. and Ixiii. 7, 8.9. “othe Sprit, 
as the divine Agent, Uaiahlxi. 1,2, 3- Tothe rureEeE Prr- 
sons together, or Trinity in Unity, Deut. vi.4. There 
are other almoft numberlefs paliages in the fcripiure, in 
which the 2/iin@ operations of each perfon are fet forth; 
but, at the fame time, in undivided effence. . 

If this name, therefore, be applied to the MESsIAH 18 
the facred writings, it conititutes an inefragable proof © 
his divinity from an infallible evidence, And that itis lo 
applied, there are many inftances which cannot be denied 5 
two or three of which may probably fuffce for our purpole. 

cremiah prophefied, that a righteous branch fhould be 
raifed to David; aking, in whofedays Judah fhould be faved, 
and whofe name fhould be called JEHOYAH ouR RIGHTE- 
oUSNESS.* Both Jews and Chriftians apply this to the 
Meffiah; and indeed it cannot poffibly be underftood of any 


other. For Chrif? alone is our Rig/eteou/ne/s, as well ae 
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dom, fan€tification, andredemption.* The Afefiah, there- 
fore, is JEHOVAH. 

Aa equally ttriking proof of the Adeffieh’s divinity may 
pe found in the xlui. chapter of /faiah; in which JEHOVAH 
is ftyled the Saviour, and is faid to fave and redeem, in al- 
moft every line. 4, even 7, am JEHOVAH, and befde me 
thereis NO SAVIOUR. But Fe/us Chri/? is emphatically the 
Saviour; and therefore, Fe/us Chrifiis JeHoyau, See alto 
Ifaiah xlvii. 4. liv. 5, 8. 

In the book of the prophet Zecharieh,+ we find JEHOVAH 
himlelf declaring, J wil pour upon the houfe of David, and 
upon the zhabitants of jerufalem {all the ele&t people of 
GOD] the fpirit of grace and fupplication, and they flail look 
upon ME [ JEHOVAH | whom they have pierced. ‘fefus Chrift, 
uniting the two natures of GOD and Man, was the pierced 
one; for JEHOVAH, frelpecting his divine nature, can nei- 
ther be tangible nor paffive: confequently, the great Re- 
Jeemer, taking our humanity upon himielf, is JEHovAH. 

lt would take up too much room, under this head, to cite 


the pailages in the Old 7c/?ament, in which this great name 
is peculiarly applicable to the Meffiad, as one of the perfons 
in the divine eifence: in the New, were it fo directly our 


defign, we might find equal teftimonies of his right to that 
fupreme and everlaiting utle. Cfri/?, at fundry times and 
in divers manners, evinced himfelf to be the incarnate Son 
of GOD with power. He wrought fuch wonderful works, 
and gave fuch fupernatural demenftrations of himfelf, as 
rendered all the verbal atte{tations of his divinity irrefiftibly 
convincing and evident, to his difciples, to heathens, to 
devils, and (if they would have been convinced) to the 
ews. He anfwered the defcription, and fulfilled the pur- 
pole, of every prophecy, which was given concerning the 
Redeemer that frould come out of Zien; anda}! in fuch a man- 
ver, as furpaties every idea ot a fubordinate nature, a finite 
wildom, or created ftrength. His own arm brought falvation 
tohim; by his own almighty energy, he raifed himfelf from 
the grave; by his infinite merit, he both made an end of fin 
in the perfect expiation of its guilt, and brought in an ever- 
lafting righteoujne/s, for the free and complete juftification 
of his people. Could an amgel be delegated to the perform- 
ance 
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ance of this important work? Behold, he put no truft in hj. 
Servants, and his angels he charged with folly.* And could 
man contribute any thing to this mighty deed? Alas! fe wo, 
dead in tre{paffes and fins, and had no fpiritual fenfe to excite 
one holy act, or even one heavenly hope. It was, there. 
fore, JEHovAH-JeEsus alone, who refcued his chofen from 
the pit of deftruction, and not only gave them an indi/putable 
right to, but enfured their xualienable peffeffion of, everlafting 
clory. n 
How the manhood wes taken into God, furpaffes the invef- 
tigation and capacity of created intellect. Nor is the ex- 
planation of this conjunction needful to his people; but 
only the afiurance of the fact. In the one nature, he could 
fuffer asman for man: in the other, he could merit as GOD 
toGOD. As GO])-Man, he could reconcile the human 
nature to the divine, by purifying it in himfelf ; and poflefes, 
and will for ever poffeis, a// power in heaven and in carth, to 
conduct his people through every ftage of time, to the reff, 
which himfelf hath provided for them, in his own eternity. 
In this glorious view of our exalted Saviour, what a fund 

of comfort appears in all his undertakings, his offices, his 
nature, hiswork, forthechildrenof GOD? Fe/us, becaufe 
HE CoNTINUETH EVER, hath an unchangeable pricfihosd; 
and he is able.alfo to fave them to the uitermof? {| or for evermore} 
that come untoGod by him, feeing HE EVER LIVETH | the very 
meaning of hisname JEHOVAH | to make interceffion for them. 
EHOVAH defcended to become Fe/us for their fakes. And 
Jefus is JEHOVAH, or he could not be THE SAME ye/fferday 
{i. e. from Eternity] to-day [1. e. through all Time] and 
for ever [i. e. to Eternity}: all which the name JEHOVAH 
implies. No motive, but his own infinite grace and mercy, 
could have induced the Prince of life,t to become a man of 
forrows and acquainted with grief, 1m order to taffe of death; 
noend, but to difplay his tranicendent glory, in ot _ 
aiting 
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* Tobiv. 18. In his fervants (i.e. in his miniftering fpirits) 
he repofes no confidence, becaufe he difcovers in them no ftability 
of holinefs or power, but what is derived from himfelf; and in 


his cvzels he perceives, not what is vicious or finful indeed, but 


what is very far thort of the refpeét, love, adoration, and fervice, 
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23 
ja(ting happinefs of his people. His own fpontaneous love 
produced the original defign; his unfearchable wifdom con- 
rived the eternal plan; and his omnipotent power render- 
ed the W hole effect in their redemption as unfailing and /ur cs 
as it is perfect and ordered in all things. He is THE Lire,* 
from whom all creatures dive, are moved, and have their be- 
ing; by whom his people recover from darknets and death ; 
aaa in ‘whom whofoever believeth fhall never truly die. 

This is gofpel, or good news, indeed, to thofe children of 
srace Who are continu: lly fearing left they fhould peri/h by 
the hand of Saul;t+ or fail at fome time of thofe abundant 
blefings, which infinite bounty hath provided, and which 
infinite love hath promifed them. Such fhould never tor- 
get, that Fefus is JEHov AH; able to make good all his en- 
gagements, and walling as he is able. Let them caft their 
burthen, therefore, upon Him, and He /hall fuftain them.} 
When they are oppreiied, He will undertake for them: He 
will deliver their fouls from death, their eyes from tears, 
and their feet from falling. Let them wast then /i:/l upon 
GOD; and, ere long, they fhall perceive what reafon they 
have to praife their mighty Redeemer, who is the health of 
thar countenance and their G OD. 

Remember , O Chriftian! if thou haft any life, or hope, 
or defire, in Telus ; ; that it is not thy OW ft te ai the Li life of 
Chriff in thee; and that, therefore, it ¢: in mever perifht, nor 
utterly fail. “Phy finful Bajure can afford no hope, nor the 
thadow of an hope ; not a de fire, not even a with to de- 
fire, the leaft good thing that relates to “7¢ lus Chrifi. ‘Thete 
are exotics on earth, and muft be traniplanted from hea- 
ven. No fruit nor flower of grac@can {pring trom thy carnal 
nature: nothing naturally flourifhes there, but the baleful 
weeds of free- will, or rather felf-will, of anit ef and prk de 
Thy foul by natural pollution is become a dank, a walte, 
and thorny wildernefs; and none but Chri/?, the hufband- 
man of the church, can convert it into a 1 garden. Bat, 
When the divine Redeemer has once made this wildernets 
to blofJom as a rofe, will he not keep ; 
‘very moment ? will not he reduce the bealts of the foreit, 
with every noxious and i ing thing? Can JenHoval 
beftow fo’ much affeétion and care upon his people at one 
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time, and then fuffer an apoftate fpirit, one of his vileg 
creatures, to ravage and deftroy them at another? Reafoy 
and feripture, the perfection and mittrefs of the beft res. 
fon, renounce the abhorred thought forever. Take coy, 
rage then, believing foul, and look out for thy ineftimable 
privilege of a good hope through race: and be affured, from 
the teftimony of Yefus, that thou flaalt never look in vaiy. 
Thy heavenly Father defpifeth not the day of /mail thing;. 
and why fhouldeft thou? Thy faith, though now perhap; 
minute as the /malleft of feeds, is notwithftanding precio, 
and thall one day rife in fuch luxuriance, that al/ the fowh 
of the air fhall ledge in the branches of it: ‘The holiett graces 
and moft hapoy defires fhall wing their way to thine heart, 
and fhal] reft with delight in thy toul, through the everlatt. 
ing falvation of Fefus. He lives, and becaufe He ives 
thou fhalt live alfo:* ‘The life thou haft received from him 
here, fhall be improved and perfected, fhall be increafed 
and glorified, inhim and with him, forever, hereafter, 
What precious falvation is this! what a hepe of fecurity 
is here, in our almighty Je/us! how ineftimably effential 
tothe very being of all our comforts, and to the very end 
of all our defires, is the fupreme divinity of JEHovAH the 
Saviour / this isthe bafis of Religion itfelf------take it a 
way; and O what adifmal view! the mind can conceive 
nothing but an empty void, to which all mortal things and 
mortal creatures are haftening; and haftening only to be 
extinguifhed as nothing. But let this Sun of Righteoufnels, 
in the exalted luftre of his eternal perfeétions, difpel the 
gloom of nature; let him fhine forth tothe foul, with the 
{piritual glories of his everlafting gofpel ; the believer's heart 
will begin to glow with the cheering ray, his eyes will meet 
with rapture the opening fcenes of immortality, and his 
ready feet will prefs on with energy to poffefs them. It 
was this glorious profpect which induced the feraphic ptalm- 
ift, and fhall alfo induce each happy believer, to exclaim, 
My foul longeth, yea even fainteth, for the courts of JEHOVAH; 
my heart and my fiefh cry out for the living GOD. Happy tor 
them all ;---they go from firengthto firength; and every one 9 
them appeareth before GOD in Lion.* 


* John xiv. 79. + Pfalm Ixxxiv, 2.7: 
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For the United States Chriftian Ma TAZING» 


Eff. vy on theconfifiency of the H aly Scriptures with the adtual flate 
and hiftory of the world. 

TARUTH isalwavs confittent with irfelf, and with all 

other truths. Error cannot poffibly poffefs the fame 
churacters of confiftency: and pretended fy ftems of religion, 
partaking of the ignorance of the age, of the country, or 
of the perfons who invented them, muft, in many circum- 
Rances, be found inconfiftent with the improvements of true 
philofophy in future ages, and with the general hiftory of 
human nature, and of the world. The imperfection of 
fcience in the age in which Mofes lived, would have ren- 
dered him peculiarly liable to error, unlefs he had been guided 
by the light of revelation. Tadd, that if the fyftem of 
Mofes betrue, we may expedét to find, inthe religions of 
all nations who have preferved fcience enough to record 
and tran{mit their opinions to pofterity, fome veftiges of 
thofe great principles of piety, and of thofe great events in 
hitory, which mnit have been communicated by the au- 
thor of the race to his immediate defcendants, and by them 
tothe countries which they populated. We doaccordingly 
perceive fuch veftiges, although greatly effaced, as we might 
teafonably fuppofe, by the imperfections of tradition, or 
the fuper{titions which have grown up in a courfe of time, 
inevery country not enlightened by revelation. ‘The dif- 
covery of thefe corre{pondencies in the hiftory of the world 
with the facred hiftory, furnifhes prefumptive argument of 
istruth. The difcordancies in the hiftories and mytho- 
logy of different nations among themfelves, and their re- 
union in that of Mofes as a common center, ftrengthens 
the argument for his authenticity. The extravagance and 
fable that is mingled with thofe, the natural fimplicity and 
conliftency that reigns in this, befides the evident charac- 
ters which we difcover in it of its containing the real fource 
whenee all their fictions were derived, create a {trong per- 
luafion, that if there be truth in any of thefe fyftems, ic 
8 to be found in his. ‘The impoflibility that fo many 
points of union and agreement fhonild have arifen by acci- 
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dent among nations fo widely differing from one another, 


and the probable and natural origin of them all exhibited 
in the facred writings, produce in a ferious, enlightened, 
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and contemplative mind, an almoft irrefiftible convidion 
of their truth. . 

I fhall, in the firft place, illuftrate fome particular cor. 
re{pondencies of the {cripture narration, with reafon, na- 
ture, andthe hiftory of the world; and then exhibit the 
general argument which refults from them in favour of the 
Mofaic and Chriftian revolution. : 

The doétrine that deferves our firft attention, is the ori. 
ginalinnocence, and the fall of human nature. 

It is placed in the introduétion of the holy fcriptures, and 
is delivered, with a greater or iefs degree of clearnefs and 
confiftency, in all the mythological fyftems of antiquity that 
have furvived ourage. It would he eafy to filla large vo. 
lume with quotations and proofs from the beft writers on 
the fubjects which I have now propofed to treat. - But this 
would be a needlefs labour to perfons acquainted with this 
{pecies of learning, who knowthat the writings of anti- 
quity, as well as the modern mythology of all cultivated na- 
tions, are replete with teftimonies favourable to our pur- 
pofe. A few quotations only I fhall make as an example 
of an infinite multitude of others to the fame effect. Plato, 
who, as well as Pythagoras, and inany of the other fages of 
Greece, borrowed his theology from the eaft, may be 
confidered as {peaking in the name of all the Greeks and 
Roraans, who, in the beft age of their philofophy, adopted 
his opinions, and agreed to confer on him the title of the di- 
vine philofopher. In his dialogue, entitled Politicus, {peak- 
ing of the original ftate of man, which he fays, was under 
the reign of Saturn, he gives the following reprefentation ot 
it: ** God wasthen the princeand father of all. He governed 
the world by himfelf, as he now governs it by inferior dei- 
tices. Allmen were fubject to the influence of right rea- 
fon, andthe love of order. In thofe happy days, the fer- 
tile fields yielded fruits and corn without the labours of hul- 
bandry. Men needed no cloathing to cover them. They 
experienced no incJemency of feafons, and they refted theit 
bodies upon beds of. turf of a perpetual verdure. Mt 
foldowed the degeneracy of men, which was accomplifhes 
by their forfaking the infinite fource of truth and goo 4 
inferior gratifications. After this degradation of 1 aari 
favs he, Saturn, the mafter of the univerfe, quitted the 
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the foundations of the world were fhaken by motions con- 
trary to its firft principles and Jaft end. It loft its beauty 
and order; and then it was that good and evil were blended 
together.” “The Greek and Roman poets abound with al- 
legorical tales that convey the fame doctrine. Orpheus, 
who was equally a poet, aphilofopher, and a divine, is 
quoted by Proclus and Plato as recording in verfe the fame 
fentiments whieh they had delivered in prof. Every 
{chool-boy knows the fables of the golden and the iron age, 
to which there are frequent allufions in’ all the poets. Tf, 
from the Greeks, we pafs to their malters, the Egyptians, 
the Perfians, and the Indians, we find there the fame doc- 
rine clothed in different fables. “The Egyptians fpeak of 
the firft happy reign of Ofiris, then of hus death, and the 
ravages of Typhon the evil peiiciple and finally of the 
refurrection and eternal life of Ofiris, when he will triampis 
over the power of evil, and reftore univerfal peace and hap- 
pinefs. One extract I will make of the ancient do€trine 
of the Bramins of India, from the ‘hiftorian Strabo:*--- 
*¢Oneficritus, being fent by Alexander the Great to inform 
himfelf of the life, manners and doétrine of the Bramins or 
Gymnofophitts, found a Bramin, named Calanus, who 
taught him, that in the origin of nature plenty reigned 
through all the world. Milk, and wine, and honey, and oil 
flowed from fountains: but men having abufed this felicity, 
God deprived them of it, and Lopdame 1ed them to lahour 
for the fuftenante of their tte > "The Magians of Pertia 
have their doctrine of the egg of the world that was at firft 
fhining and tran{parent ; antl of Arimanius, or the power of 
evil, aed his companions, who broke through it, and eve 
where confounded evil with good, and vice with virtue. 
If you proceed to China, where you find the molt ancient 
and unmixed nation now exifting in the w orld, and whofe 
hiftory reaches back nearer to the beginning of things than 
any other, except that of Mofes, there you “find, according 
to the account of the mitfonaries of France, an aftonithing 
refemblance between their traditions and myt! hology, and 
thofe of the facred fcriptures. They reprefent the original 
feat of man to be ina delightful gar ‘den. on the fummitof a 
lofty mountain, named Kouenlun, from which iffued four 
‘livers towards four different quartets of the world. ‘his 
garden 
Q. 


* Strabo, b. xv. p. 713-715. Paris edit. anno 162 
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garden was fiiled with delights---The earth brought forth 
{pontaneouily whatever was neceflary for the fulenance o 
the happinets of man---Man was innocent and pure; jy 
perfect concord with all his own fpecies, anid with all the 
inferior animals. But after he enjoyed this innocence ani 
this happinefs, he fell from it by his own fault. In the 
book Chiking, fav thefe miffionaries, it is written, ‘* Heaven 
placed mankind upon a high mountain; but Taiwang, tha 
is, the tather of the race, made it fruitlefs by his faul, 
Wenwang, or the king of peace, endeavoured to reftore ty 
the mountain its primitive beauty, but Taiwang contra. 
dicted and oppoled his will.’’---The Chinefe, it is faid, in. 
deed, have loit the proper interpretation of thefe fables; 
and not knowing how to explain them, fuppofe them t 
relate to fome tacts in their national hiftory beyond the me. 
mory of all records. But their evident correfpondence with 
the original traditions of other nations, fhew that they all 
had one common fource in the primitive and actual ftate of 
man. heir true meaning andreference, however, is ren- 
dered fo obfcure by the dubious and various interpretations 
given them by different nations, whofe mythology they 
contain, as to afford no inconfiderable probability to the 
fyftem of Motes, where all appears confiftent, confequen- 
tial, and luminous. The original ftate of man is there fo 
determinately and clearly marked, that the mind refts upoa 
it with fatisfaction, as the real fource of fo many fictions, 
which have no common points of union but thofe in which 
they agree with our revelation, and no confiftent interpreta 
tion but what is given them by it. 

Another article in which the confiftency of the {criptures 
with hiftory and traditions, and particularly with the phi- 
lofophy of human nature, merits attention, is their af{cribing 
to all mankind the fame origin. It merits the greater atten- 
tion, becaufe the enemies of the Chriftian religion have 
fometimes railed an objection, from the varieties that ap- 
pear in the figure and qualities of different nations, againtt 
the truth and infpiration of the holy fcriptures; and every 
objection removed becomes an additional proof of their 


divinity. Mofes was not ignorant of the great varieties 


that diitinguifh mankind from one another. He was ac- 
quainted with the Chaldeans, the Phoenicians, the Ara- 


bians, the Egyptians, andthe Ethiopians, The difference 
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of afpeét and of character that exift among thefe nations 


are {o great as, at the firft view, to contradict the principle 
of one race. The philofophy of the age in which Mofes 
lived was not competent to account for thefe effects from 
natural caufes. Revelation, or a tradition held facred by 
the people, muft, in this article, have ftood to him in the 
place of reafon. But the claim of infpiration, if it be iil- 
founded, never runs fo great a rifque of detection, as when 
men, without the knowledge of principles, affert facts in 
hiftory or in fcience. ‘The relations of things are fo in- 
finitely combined and varied, that fancy can perhaps never 
invent, OF accident hit upon the idea of a fact that will pre- 
ferve, throughout, thefe innumerable correfpondences.. _[m- 
pofture, when it deviates from mere moral precept, is liable 
tobe difcovered by the improvements of {cience. The doc- 
trine of one race is, on an imperfect view of hiftory, and 
the philofophy of human mature, extremely improbable. 
Ithas, however, ftood the teft of a ca and the higheft 
improve ments in natural fcience have rendered its truth more 
evident and certain, by afligning adequate caufes of all the 
varieties that are known to exift. We are led, likewife, to 
thefame conclufion, by tracing hiftory to its moft ancient 
monuments and records. We find all nations, who have 
any records remaining, {pringing nearly from the fame parts 
of middle Afia: and their hiftories and traditions reach 
back nearly to the fame period. All antiquity concurs to 
thew that Europe was peopled from the eaft. “Che Chinefe 
have among them a tradition that Fohi, their firft emperor, 
came into that country from the weft. India, Perfia, Phe- 
Nicia,y and Egypt received their people from the north. 
Their different origins feem to meet in fome country not 
remote from the Catpian fea, andin a period a little pofterior 
toour epoch of the general deluge. So that the account 
of Mofes which derives mankind from one ftock, is con- 
fitent both with the tenor of univerfal hiftory, with the 
Jutteft philofophy of human nature, and with the powers 
of phy facal caufes that were long latent, but are now known 
and generally acknowledged. | 
Another fact in the Mofaic hiftory, confiftent with the tra- 
ditions of all nations, and with the actual ftate of the world, is 
theuniverfal deluge. The veftiges of this great cataftrophe 
ar¢foundin every country. The productions of the ocean 
: are 
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are lodged in the higheft mountains, and in the center oj 
continents, at the remoteft diftance from the fea. The 
are found in the deepeft mines and quarries. They are de. 
poured in the heart of rocks that appear to have been once 
in a ftate of liquefaction. And the products of diffetent 
climates have been interchanged by the violence and irregu- 
Jarity of waves. The fhrubs and leaves of India are found 
in many places imprinted on the rocks of France and Ger. 
many.* ‘The evidences of this convulfion of nature are 
fo numerous, and fo decifive, that many of thofe philofo. 
phers who deny revelation, are conftrained to admit a de. 
uge ‘To account for them, Buffon, the greateft naturalif 
of the prefent century, has fuppofed that the ocean once 
covered all things except the ridges of thofe lofty mountains 
that run through the center of each continent; and that the 
other lands are only atterrations gradually formed by the fea 
in a long fucceffion of ages. But, befides that this opinion 
appears to be unphilofophical in the extent in which this 
reat man maintains it, it is certainly reforting to an in- 
Enively Je{s‘fimple and natural caufe of this effect than the 
Mofaic deluge. Monficur Bailly, in his letters to Voltaire, 
although he feems to admit the deluge, yet affumes an hy- 
pothetis extremely fanciful to account for the veftiges of 
Indian productions that are found in the countries of Europe. 
He fuppofes that originally the earth was in a fate of com- 
buftion---that it has been gradually cooling fince the crea- 
tion---that the firft habitable temperature was at thie poles--- 
that, in the progrefs of time, every latitude has experienced 
the heats of the torrid zone; and, that it was when thele 
heats reigned in Europe, that thofe tropical productions 
flourithed, which have become, long fince, extinct in that 
country, and the traces alone of which remain indelibly im- 
preffed in ftone. I mention this hypothefis to thew what 
whimiical opinions ingenious men will fometimes embrace, 
in order to explain phenomena that feem to evince the 
truth of revelation, when they are difpofed to renounce iis 
authority. 7 

Traditions of the deluge, as well as its natural proofs, 11° 
found in all countries---and they are found in all with fur- 
prifing uniformity. The whole earth is reported, in thele 
traditions, te have been covered with water toa great depth: 
one 


* Bailly’s Letters to Voltaire. 
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one man only, with a few of his family, efcaped in 2 boat, 
or an ark, which conveyed them to the fummit of a lofty 
mountain; from thence they defcended, after, the fubfiding 
of the waters, to re-people the world.” This man is called 
by different names in different countries;* but the founda- 
tion of the hiftory is evidently the fame in all. In thofe 
traditions, time, and place, and perfon are fo vaguely mark- 
ed, and. fuch other circumftances are added, as give them 
much more the air of fable than appears in the relation of 
the facred hiftory. In this, dates and facts are fo precifely 
fixed, in perfect confiftency with the hiftory of the world--- 
we fee fo diftin@tly the train of events that preceded, and 
that followed that event---we are fo well inftructed in its 
moral; and the whole wears fuch an air of fimplicity and 
nature, as wins upon the heart, and difpofes us, if we admit 
the fact, which can fearcely be denied, to believe, that the 
true narration of it is contained in the hiftory of Mofes. 

I fhal] make but a fhort remark on the next particular, 
which is the creation, and the age of the world. ‘There are 
few philofophers at prefent, and none of any name, who 
{uppofe the eternity of the world, or deny its creation. The 
principles of found philofophy and reafon have at Jength 
produced a univerfal conviction of this truth, that the world 
is acreated effect. Many of the ancient Greek philofo- 
phers denied it. They maintained, that the world was eter- 
nal, like the Deity: many held that the world was God 
himfelf: and of thofe who acknowledged a creation, the 
greater part confidered it rather as a colle&tion and orderly 
arrangement of pre-exiftent and eternal matter, than an 
abfolute production both of matter and of form. Burt the 
divine philofophy, in this refpect, is illuftrated and vindicat- 
ed by the advancement of true fcience. A circumftance 
very fingular in the hiftory of learning is, that Uhales and 
Fythagoras, and the firft Grecian philofophers who borrow- 
ed their fyftems from the eaft, who did not pretend to have 
difcovered them by reafoning, but to have received them 
rom the priefts of Egypt and India, by whom they were 
held, not as conclufions drawn from mete limple principles 
of {cience, but as traditionary documents, handed down from 
their anceftors, and embraced through reverence for their 
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wifdom---it is fingular, I fay, that thefe philofophers, thy 
taught, came, much more near the philofophy of Mofes 
and the true fyftem of the world, as it is now demonfi rated, 
than the later fchools, who forfook tradition, as an irrational 
guxle, and attempted to eflablifh a new fyftem by the power; 
of reafon. Pythagoras taught that the fun is the center 
of the planetary fyitem: Thales taught that water was tie 
firit principle of things, conformable to the doctrine of 
Mofes, who fays, that in the beginning the Spirit of God 
moved upon the face of the waters, which then covered the 
whole globe, and feparated the wet from the dry. The 
priefts of India and of Egypt, more than their difcip!es of 
Greece, did not derive their fyftem from principles and con- 
clufions difcovered by themfelves; it was conveyed to them 
in a dogmatical form from their anceftors, and received by 
them through their refpect for antiquity, and their confi- 
dence in the integrity of tradition. Science was not, in 
that age, in a ftate of high cultivation; and yet, that age 
was in poffeffion of more truth, by traditionary inftitution, 
than many following periods could boaft from the refine- 
ment of reafon.* Is not this acorroboration of the hiftory 
of Mofes? Js it not a proof that thefe different nations de- 
rived their knowledge from the fame refpeCted fource, the 
father of mankind after the deluge; and that he derived it 
himfelr tvem the improved ftate which the fciences may 
have attained before that cataftrophe, or by tradition from 
Adam, who was at once the pupil of Heaven, and the great 
initructor of his pofterity? This refieCtion I fhall iluftrate 
more at Jarge, and endeavour to confirm in a fubfequent 
eflay. And I conclude the prefent by remarking, that all 
hiftorical monuments, and ail philofophical principles 


whence any concluiion can be drawn with regard to the age 
of 


* They thought that tradition and the mere authority of anti- 
quity was an unworthy foundation of fcience, without knowing 
that this tradition was derived from an original revelation, or from 
{ome enlightened period preceding the deluge. As they rejected 
the difcoveries of former times, becaufe the tlood had {wept away 
the knowledge of the principles on which they were eftablifhed, 
they had not yet time for the flow progreflion of experience an 
of human reafon to create a new and confiftent fyftem, or to af 
rive, by clear and {cientific fteps, at the fame conclufions with 
the old. 
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bf the world, refer it toa period which is altogether con- 
fftent with the Mofaic relation I have obferved already, 
that the authentic annals and traditions of China, of India, 
of Perfia, of Chaldea, and of Egvprt, all terminate ina pe- 
tiod a little pofterier to that which Moles has fixed for the 
deluge : and if this ¢poch be eftablifhed, little doubt will 
remain with regard to the time he has fixed for the creation, 
and the age he has afligned to the world. Monfieur Bailly 
attempts to remove it eight een or twenty centuries farther 
back into time; becaufe, fays he, there are veftiges of a 
common {cience in all the nations of the eaft, which the 
did not difcover or create themfelves. “They maft, there- 
fore, he thinks, have derived them from fome enlightened 
empire anterior to all monuments of hiitory,; out of the 
wrecks of which thefe nations muft have rifen, as the pre- 
fent kingdoms of Europe have {prung from the ruins of the 
Roman empire. But all his reafoning tends only to prove 
that Noah was a wile and enlightened man, and that he 
communicated his {cience to pofterity. 

Another exa‘nple in which there is a farprifing conformi- 
ty between the inititutions of all men and the holy {criptures, 
is the practice of facrificing. As this appears to be an ar- 
bitrary rite to which we are not led by any dictate of nature, 
orof reafon, we juitly conaienie, from that cireumftance, 
that all mankind have originally derived it from one pues 
and that that ae was held facred. Iam julttfied in fav- 
ing, that we are led to this rite by no diétate of nature, ey 
of reafon: ate ‘shbeaah revelation gives it a clear and fa- 
tional meaning as the prefiguration of a future facrifice tor 
fin, yet, without that revelation, what correfpondence could 
we difcern between the duty of man, anc the killing of an 
animal, or between burning altars and flaughtered bea(ts, 
and the worlhip of God? The lefs the connection whiela 
lems to be eftabliihed between them by nature, the itronger 
ls the evidence that rites, fo univertally difFuted and fo longs 
continued, mu({t have been derived by mankind from their 
common parent, and have been received in their origin as 
alaw of revelation. Men foon forgot the end of their in- 
titution; bat they always preferved the tradition of thei 
divine original: and it wasthe belief of this thac gave them, 
in all ages ie in all countries, fuch frm authori ty over the 
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they were founded. From Britain to China, from Ethiopia 
tO Siberia, you find facrifice forming a part of their religion 
mevery nation. It exifts among all the native tribes of 
America. The moft favage nations, as well as the mo; 
civilized, have their facrifices of thankfgiving, their facrig. 
ces of prayer, and their facrifices of expiasion. The no. 
tives of this country facrifice a fat deer at the beginning of 
their hunting feafon, both as an expreffion of thank fulnef 
to the Great Spirit, and asa method of imploring fucéefs in 
the future chace. Inall their great calamities, they multi- 
ply their facrifices to appeafe the difpleafure of the offended 
Deity. In fome of their greateft folemnities, the northern 
and weftern tribes faci ifice dogs ; which isa general praétice 
hkewife in Tartary and Siberia, from whence it is probable 
they derive their origin. Can we reconcile it with proba- 
bility to fuppofe, that accident could have fuggefted this rite 
to the numerous and difconneCted tribes of America, as well 
as to all the inhabitants of the old world?. Could it have 
heen introduced by imitation among people who had no in- 
tercourfe, and no knowledge of each other? On the other 
hand, is it not a reafonable and‘obvious conclufion, that it 
muft have been derived to them from fome fource common 
to them with the reft of mankind; and that it mutt be fup- 
ported by the authority of fome primitive revelation or di- 
vine inftitutien conveyed to them by tradition ? 

Under the article of facrifice may be introduced the prac- 
tice of libations, which was common to all the nations oi 
antiquity, and which prevails to this day among many ol 
thofe who remain in Paganifm. In the weft, the Greeks 
and Romans made libations of wine, ofl, and milk, at their 
public feftivals, and at their ordinary meals. In the remotelt 
countries of the eaft, the fame cuftom ftill exifts. In China, 
the mafter of the feaft takes a cup of wine and pours tt on 
the ground; at the fame time raiting his eyes to heaven, in 
expreffion of his thankfulnets for the divine benrgnity.. In 
"Tartary, at their religious feafts, they {prinkle three times 
the ftatues of their gods, and then pour out libations towards 
the four quarters of the world, in honour of their anceitors, 
and of the elements of air, of water, and of frre. As this 1s 
a mode of exprefling gratitude and adoration which is purely 
arbitrary, becaufe the expreflions of thefe fentiments a 
be infinitely varied, it is the more furprifing to a wa 
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semoteft extremities of Afia and of Europe, and equally 
practifed by the barbarous Tartars, and by the polithed 
Greeks. Such refemblances in the arbitrary inftitutions of 
different nations evidently lead us up to fome common ori- 
sin: and that origin is probably nb other than is pointed out 
to us in the holy {criptures. S. 











DIRECTIONS FOR SELF-EXAMINATION. 
| MAKE confcience of performing this duty. The neceffity 


of it will appear, if you confider, God has repeat- 
edly commandedit. ‘The people of God have always prac- 
tifed it. There is a great danger of being deceived; for 
every grace in the Chriftian has its counterfeit in the hypo- 
crite. Many profeilors have been deceived, by neglecting 
it, gud are ruined for ever. Your comfort and holinefs 
depend, in a great meafure, uoon knowing your real ftate. 

Il. Be very ferious in the performance of it.. Set your heart 
to the folemn work, as in the prefence of the Searcher of 
Hearts, who will judge the fecrets of all men, in the great 
day. Heaven and hell are notrifles. The queition before 

ou is no lefs than this,---Am I a child of wrath, or a child 
of God? If I fhould die when I have done reading this, 
where would this precious foul of mine be for ever, for ever, 
for ever? 

IIT, Be impartial, or you lofe your labour; nay, you 
confirm your miftakes. ‘On the one hand, refolve to know 
the worft of yourfelf, the very worft. Some are afraid to 
Know the worft, left they fhould fall into defpair ; and this 
fear makes them partial. Suppofe the worft, and that, after 
{erious examination, it fhould appear, that you have nei- 
ther faith nor holinefs; yet remember, your gafe is not def- 
perate. The door of mercy is ever open to the returning 
finner. It remains a bleffed truth, that wheever cometh to 
Chrift fhall inno wife be caft out. John vi. 37. On the other 
hand, be willing to know the beft of yourtelf as wel! as the 
worft, Do not fuppofe that humility requires you to over- 
look your graces, and notice only your corruptions. 

IV, Judge of your graces by their nature rather than their 
degree. You are ta try to inherit graces by the éauch/ione, 
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not by the meafure. ‘The greateft degree is to be defired ang 
aimed at, but the {malleft degree is matter of praife and re. 
joicing. Donot conclude there is no grace, becaufe there 
is {ome corruption; or, that the {pirit does not ftrive againt 
the flefh, becaufe the flefh ftrives againft the fpirit. 

V. Let not the iffue of this trial depend at all upon 
your knowledge of the exact time of your convertion, or 
the particular minifter or fermon firft inftrumental in jt 
Some, yea many, are wrought up by flow and infenfble 
degrees. Grace increafes like the day-light. No man doubis 
whether the fun ihines at noon becaufe he did not fee the 
day-break. 

VI. Take this caution, left you ftumble at the threfhold. 
Think not that you muft begin this work with doubting 
whether God will extend mercy to you, and fave you; and 
that you muft leave this a queftion wholly under debate, till 
you have found out how to refolve it, by felf-examination. 
‘This isa common and pernicious error, laying the very foun- 
dation of this work in the great fin of unbelief. “The quef- 
tion before you is not, Will God accept and fave me, though 
a vile finner, if I believe in Chrift? but you are to enquire, 
fim I now, at this time, in an accepted fate? ‘Vhe former 
queftion is already refolved by God himfelf, who cannot 
Jie. His word pofitively declares, that every coming finnet 
fhall be aecepted and faved. This being determined, itis 
not to be queftioned. But you are to try, whether you are 
now in a flate of grace? 

VIL. Take care that you do not truf on your felf-exami- 
nation, ratherthan on Chrift. There isa proneneis in out 
natures to put duties in the place of Chrift. 
~ VIII. Be not content merely to read over the following 
queftions, but ftop and dwell on each; nor fuffer yourtclt 
to proceed to another, till you have put the firit home t 
your confcience, and have got an honeft aniwer to It. 

IX. Examine yourfelf frequently; at leaft once a week. 
The Lord’s-day evening is a moft fuitable feafon. Theol- 
tencr you perform this work, the eafier it will become. li 
you do not obtain fatisfaction at firft, you may, by repeatee 
endeavours; and a fcriptural, folid hope will amply T¢p?y 
your utmoft labour. 
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Dueflions with ref[pe to faith, and the fruits of 2ith. 


DO I beliewe in the Son of God? Surely this is an import- 
oe ae My bibie aflures me thac He that believeth 
tall be faved. Do Ithen believe? And here tet me careful- 
‘ dif binguis th between faith, and its fruits. Vat is faith ? 
The fimple meaning of faith 1s believing; and believing 
always refers t > fomething fpoken or written. see faith 
is the belief of a divine teftimony » as john { tpe: He that 
hi rath recel ved his teflimony, hath fet to his feal t that eGop Is 
TRUE. ohn iil. 33: ay d, on the contrary, the apottle John 
fays, He that believeth not God, hath made him a liar, becaufe 
he believeth not at re a that God gave of his Son. And this 
is the record, al ¢ GoD HATH GIVEN Te US ETERNAL 
LIFE, and this d je isin his Son. 1 Johnv. 10,11. 1 mutt 
firft believe the truth of God, as revealed in his word; I 
mult credit his report, and believe his te{timony concerning 
Chrift; and then, receive, and tru/? upon Chrif?, fo rev ealed. 
my own perfonal falvation. But, to be more particular, 
. Dol really believe‘that I am a fallen creature---that 
Semeadfrom Adam a nature wholly corrupt, depraved, and 
finful---and that I am achild of wrath, by mature, even as 
others? Have I ever confidered the unfpotted and infinite 
purity and holinefs of God’s nature, and that he abhors, 
de*efts, and hates fin, wherever he fees it? Have I confi- 
dered, that his law, contained in the ten commandments, 
sa copy and tran{cript of that holy nature? and by com- 
paring myfelf swath that eternal rule of right and wrong, 
have | been Jed to fee my horrible wickednefs and vilenefs? 
O what multitudes of fins have I committed, in thought, 
word, and deed! Am | really fick of fin, forry for fin--- 
and ee abhor myilelt as a vile finner? 

2. Have I duly-confidered what my fins have deferved ? 
Do I fincerely think, that if God were to fend me to hell, 
becaufe ] am a fanner, he would do juitly? 

3. Do Lfee my utter helpleffne}s, as well as my fin and 
Mm: tery ? Am l peifectly aflured that | cannot b any 
works, duties, or fuiferings of my own, in the leaft. help 
myfelf: but that, if ever I am faved, it muift be the effeét 
of free mercy ? | 

4. Are the eves of my under ftanding enlightened, to 
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know Chrift? What do I think of Chrift?) Who is he? 
Do I believe that he is God manifef? in the flefh ; Uniting is 
his exe perfonthe human and divine natures; man, that he 
might fuffer, andGod, that he mightredeem? Do] know 
why he fuffered, that it was to make fatisfa&tion to divine 
juftice for the injury done to God’s law and government h 

man’s fin? Do I believe that se father is well pleafed for 
his righteoufne/s fake; and that he has magnified the law, both 
by his obedience and fufterings, and made it honourable 9 
Do I thetefore look upon Chrift as the only way to the 
Father, as the only FOUNDATION to build on, the only 
FOUNTAIN to wafhin? Am I perfuaded of his ability to 
fave to the uttermoft all who come to God by him? 

: Am I fatished from God’s own word and promife, 
that whoever, let them be ever fo vile and wicked, come 
to Chrift by faith, fhall be faved? the promife beingwithou 
exception, // hofoever believeth on him fhall not be aftamed. 

6. Am I led ana affifted by the {pirit of God to believe 
this general promiife in my owm particular cafe? As God 
has made no exceptions, why fhould I except myfelf?.-- 
‘True, no tongue can tell how vile I have been; only God 
knows the greateft of my fins, and the wickednefs of my 

eart! But thal! I then de/pair, and fo add, to my other fins, 
the «ver? and greatef fin of all, UNBELIEF? God for- 
bid! Jt is a faithful faying, and worthy of my acceptation, that 
Chrift came to fave the chief of finners. Dol then, fenfble 
of my fin, mifery, and helpleffnefs, look upon Chrift, as 
an all-fuficient Saviour, and commit my precious, immor- 
tal foul to him, relying upon him only, and endeavouring to 
rely on him confidently for eternal falvation? If fo, furely | 
am a believer, and fhall receive the end of my faith, the 
falvation of my foul. . 





Havine thus examined my faith, let me proceed impar- 
tially toexamine the FRUITS AND EFFECTS OF MY FAITH, 
Many pretend to faith whofe works give the lie to their pre- 
tenfions; let me, therefore, fhew my faith by works. James 
i. 18. 
Il. Queft. WHAT ARE THE FRUITS OF MY FAITH! 
Does it produce thofe effeéts which the word of God pots 
out as the proof and evidence of its fincerity, with relpect 
(y my-confcience, my heart, and my life? What 









































THE U.S.CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE. 39 


1. What are the effects of my faith, as to my confcience? The 
feripture fays, Ve have believed, and do enter into reft. Heb. 
iv. 3. Dol reft from my former legal attempts to juttify 
nylelt, going about to eftablifh my own righteoufnets ? 
Am I fatisfied with Chrift’s righteoufnefs, as a complete 
title to glory? =I read of peace in believing; have [ peace in 
my conicience? Being juttitied by faith, have I peace with 
God? When my foul is alarmed with the remembrance of 
former fins, or thofe latély committed, how do I obtain 
peace! ls it by forgetting them as foon as I can, and then 
fancying that God has forgotten them too? Is it by refolv- 
ing todo fono more, and fo making future obedience atone 
for paft offences’ Is it by performing religious duties, and 
fo making amends? Or, is it by a freth application to the 
pardoning, peace-{peaking blood of Chrift? When my 
fins ftare me in the face, and my duties themfelves appear 
fins, whence, O my foul! proceeds thy comfort? TJs it the 
blead of Chrifi, my facrifice, that purges my confcience from 


dead works? Does faith, in the atonement of his death, 


free me from the dreadful apprehenfions of condemnation 
and wrath due to fin? Do 1, or do I not, believe that God 
is reconciled, through the death of his Son, and therefore look 
up to him with freedom and delight? If I have not this 
peace, why is it? Whathinders? Kither I do not clearly 
underftand the nature of the gofpel, or I do not fully believe 
it; for it provides for every pofible cafe. If I have this, 
blefled be God for it! Lord help me to keep ir, that it 
may keep me! Lord I believe; help thou mine unbelief. 

2. I fhould try what are the effeéis of my faith, as to my 

HEART, and its affections. ¢ 

(t.) Do I love God, God the father? Do 1 think of 
kim, and go to him asa loving father, inChrift? Have I 
the {pirit of adoption, fo that I cry abda father? Dol 
love him as the father of mercies, the God of hope, the 
God of peace, the God of love? 

(2.) Do I love Chri? To thofe who believe,he is pre- 
cious. Is he precious to me? Do I fee infinite beauty in 
his perfon? Is he the chief among ten thoufand to me, and 
altogether lovely? Do I admire the length, and breadth, 
and depth, and height of his love? Is it the language of 
my very foul, mone but Chrif?, none but Chri? 1s it my 
grief and fhame, that L love him no more? 

(2.) Dd 
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(3.) Do T love the Holy Spirit. ? (Rom. xv. 30.) Do ho. 


nour him, as the great author of light. life, grace, and con}. 
fort? De I maintain adeep fenfe of my dependence on his 
divine agency, in all my religious performances? Do | 
defire mv heart to be his temple! Am If cautious lef] 
vench his holy motions, or grieve him by my fins? Am. 
fenfible, that without his influences I cannot pray, hear, 
read, communicate, nor examine myfelf as | ought? 

(4.) Do I love God’s law? Do I delight in the law of 
the Lord, after the saint nan, not withing it lefs ria 
and holy, but becaufe it is holy? Am I as willing to take 
Chrift for my king to rule over me, as for my pr icf to atone 
ferme? Dol hunger and thirft after righteoufmefs? Do 
I pant, and long. and pray to be holy? Do J with toh 
holy, as I with tobe happy? Do I hate all fin, e{pecially 
that fin which moft dak befets me, and labour daily to 
mortify it, and to deny mytelf? Do I figh for complet 
deliverance from remaining corruption, and rejoice in the 
hope of it, through a holy Jefus? Do I long for heaven, 
that there [ may be fatisfied with his likenefs? 

(s.) DoT love Ged’s peopie? Can I fay to Chrift, as 
Ruth to Naomi, 3s people fuall be my people ? Do I love 
them becaufe they ‘love Chrift, and bear his i image? Dol 
feel an union of {pirit with them, though they may not be 
of my party, or think exactly as | do? Can 1 fay, IT knw 
that df ete pajfjed from death to life, becaufe T love the bre- 
thren? 

3: What are the eq ects of my faith i, @s to my daily WALK 
and CONVERSATION? ‘The word of God tells me, that 
he who js in Chrift, 1s @ mew creature ; : old things are paffea 

away, all'things are become new. If ye lowe me, {aid Chrift, 
keep my commandments. Let me review the decalogue, and 
fee how my love to Chrift is manifetted by my obedience. 

(1.) Do I know and acknowledge God to be the only 
true God, and my God; anddo | wo ribip and glority hia 
accordingly?’ Js he the fu ipreme object of my detire and de- 
light? Do i trutt him, hope in him, love to think of him! 
byo | pray to him, do I praife him, am I careful to pleaic 
him ? 

(2.) Dol receive, obferve, and keep pure and entire all 
fuch religious worthip, and ordinances, as God hath ap- 


py yinted in his werd? How is it with me in fecret prayel 
in 
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‘n family prayer, in public prayer? With what views do 
{ go to hear the preached gofpel; and what good do I get 
by it? 

"(3.) Do I make a holy and reverend ufe of God’s names, 
titles, attributes, ordinances, word, and works; avoiding 
the profanation of or abufe of any thing whereby God makes 
himfelf known? 

(4.) Do I keep holy to God the Sabbath day; refting ail 
that day from worldly employments, recreations, and con- 
verfation? And do | {pend the whole timein public and private 
exercifes of divine worfhip, except fo much as is to be taken 
up in the works of neceffity and mercy? Is the fabbath 
my delight; and are the ordinances of God’s houfe very 
precious to my foul? 

.) Do I endeavour to preferve the honour, and per- 
form all the duties which I owe to my /uperiors, inferiors, 
or equals ; remembering, that true religion makes good 
hufbands, wives, children, mafters and fervants? If l am 
reallyhholy, 1 am relatively holy. 

(6.) Do I ufe all lawful means to preferve my own life, 
andthe life of others? Dolavoid all intemperance? Do 
I refift a paffionate temper? DoT labour to promote the 
welfare of men’s fouls? Do I exercife love, compaffion, 


_ and fuccour to the poor and diftrefled, according to my 


ability? Can I, and do I freely forgive thofe who have in- 
jured me? Can I, and do I pray for them? and inftead of 
hating, do I love my very enemies? 

(7.) Do. I earneitly ftrive to preferve my own and my 
neighbour’s chaftity, in Aeart, /peech, and behaviour, avoid- 
ing all the incentives of luft, fuch as intemperance in food, 
la{civious fongs, books, pictures, dancings, plays, and de- 
bauched company ; remembering that my body is the tem- 
pleof the Holy Ghoft? 

(8.) Do I ufe the lawful means of moderately procuring 
and furthering the wealth and outward eftate of myfelf and 
others? Do [ abhor every fpecies of robbbery and injuf- 
tice? Am I ftri@tly and confcientioufly honeft in all my 
ealings, not over-reaching or defrauding any perfon, in any 
degree ? 

(9-) Do I ftudioufly maintain and promote TRUTH, be- 
‘ween man and man; not only abhorring perjury, but 
hating all falfehood? And do I, ‘as a profeflor of religion, 
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avoid both lucticroas and pernicious lies, being as tender of 
my neighbour’s charader as of my own? Am | very 
cautious Of making promifes, and very careful to keep them? 

(10-) Am I contented with the condition God has allotted 
me, beheving that he orders all things for the beft? And 
dol avoid, as much as poffible, envying my neighbours 
happinefs, or inordinately defiring any thing that is his? 

And now, dear reader, »what is the refult of your in. 
qury ? Have you madea folemn paufe at the clofe of every 
queftion, and obtained an honeft anfwer? And are you, 
nowithftnding many unallowed imperfections, able to 
conclisde, that your faith is of God’s operation ; and prov- 
ed fo to be, by its holy fruits of peace, love, and obedi- 
ence? Them take the comfort, and give God the glory. 

But if, on theother hand, the evidence of fcripture and 
conference is againft you, and you are forced to conclude, 
that yourheart isnot right with God; then, for God’s fake, 
and for your foul’s fake, cry inftantly, and mightily to him, 
tohave mercy upon you, and change your heart; remem- 
bering, that though your cafe is awful, it is not defperate; 
and that fill, you, even you, coming to Chrift, thall in 
no wife be caft out. 





For the United States Chriftian Magazine. 
BIOGRAPHY. 

The Life of the Reverend Mr, JouN BLAIR. 

O preferve,as far as poffible, the remembrance of thols 

who have been diftinguithed for their piety and fer- 

vices #n the Church, isa refpe€t due to their worth, and 

affords animating examples to pofterity. This portion 0 

the magazine will, perhaps, not be the leaft entertaining 
and isaitractive. 

It is tobe regretted, that fats concerning fome of the 
moft wfeful miniters of the gofpel, and the moft eminent 
Chriftians, cannot be minutely afcertained; or that they 
are with fuch dificulty colleéted, as to prevent a complete 
narrative of their lives. Dates and circumitances — 
illaftrate aétions are foon forgotten: there remains little 
but a general ampreffion of excellence; and this too become 
gradually faint, and in afey generations is wholly lott. 
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{n this defect of materials, nothing more can be done 
¢han to relate what is known; impartially to draw the cha- 
gacter, and thus refcue part from entire oblivion. 

After thefe neceflary remarks, a {hort account is offered, 
at prefent, of the Rev. Mr. Jonn BLarr. He is entitled to 
arank among the foremoft of the faithful minifters of the 

ofpel in this country. . He was ordained to the paftoral 
charge of three congregations in Cumberland county, Penn- 
fylvania, at leaft as early asthe year 1742. ‘Thefe, being 
at that time frontier fettlements, and expofed to frequent 
alarm and depredations in the Indian wars, he was obliged 
to remove, and accepted a call from the congregation of 
Fog’s-manor, in Chefter county, inthe year 1757. ‘This 
is the congregation which had been favoured with the mi- 
niftry of his brother, the Rev. Mr. Samuel Blair, that 
father in Ifrael. Here Mr. John Blair continued abour 
nine years, and befides the peculiar duties of his office, 
fuperintended a flourifhing grammar fchool, and prepared 
for the miniftry many young men, who, from his high 
character, reforted to his inftruétion. When it is confi- 
dered how many received a claffical and theological educa- 
tion in that place, under him and his predecefior, moft of 
whom have been, and fome are at this day, burning and 
fhining lights, the place may indeed be faid to have been 
a{chool of the prophets. 

The prefidency of the college of New-Jerfey becoming 
vacant, and Dr. Witherfpoon declining, at firft, the offer, 
Mr. Blair was chofen to be profeffor of divinity, and had for 
fome time the charge of thatfeminary. This circumftance 
isa ftriking proof of the eftimation in which he was held 
by his brethren. Though the means of education in his 
day were neither fo common, nor fo advantageous as now, 
yet, by a diligent improvement of thofe he had, and by an 
excellent capacity, he was not only a fkilful divine, but 
reputed a good {cholar in all the uieful branches of learning. 
It is certain, that however defirable means are, they prove 
ineffeCtual of themfelves, and that genius and application 
will furmount the greateft difficulties: 

Mr. Blair did not remain long at the college. On Dr. 
Witherfpoon’s acceptance of tiie place, and his arrival in 
this country, the funds being inadequate to the fupport of 
a deparate profeffor of divinity, Mr. Blair refigned, and 

fettled 
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fettled at Wallkill, in the ftate of New-York. Here he 


Jaboured awhile with his ufual faithfulnefs, and then finith. 
ed his courfe on a Sabbath, December 8, 1771, about the 
hifty-fecond year of his age.!y, 

In all the places which enjoyed Mr. Blair’s miniftry, jt 
was attended with fuccefs. By his inftrumentality finners 
were converted, and the children of God edified. He was, 
judicious and perfuafive preacher ; a workman that needed 
not to be afhamed; one who ftrove to fave himfelf and thof 
who heard him. Fully convinced of the doétrines of 
grace, living habitually under their influence, and wref. 
ling with God in prayer, he addreffed immortal fouls oy 
the things of their peace, with that warmth and power 
which left a witnefs in every bofom. Some whoare now 
living remember him with the utmoft affection, and feel, 
at the mention of his name, what is felt by perfons toward 
one who has led them in the way to God. 

Mr. Blair was married in the year 1745, to Mifs Eliza- 
beth Durborow, of Philadelphia, by whom he had twelve 
children. Nine of thefe were living at his death, and fix 
are ftill alive. Having entered the church not for the fake 
of filthy lucre, and entirely devoted to {piritual concerns, 
he amaffed no fortune, but left to his family what is int- 
nitely better, a religious education, a holy example, and 
prayers which have been remarkably anfwered. He ftayed 
himfelf on this promife of God by the prophet, Leave tly 
fatherle/s children, I will preferve them; and let thy widows 
sruft in me. 

There are only a few things written by Mr. Blair which 
have been publifhed, and thefe are occafional fermons and 
tracts in defence of important truths. A confiderable part 
of his manufcripts were burnt by an accidental fire in his 
ftudy. Though he fometimes wrote his fermons in full, 
yet his common mode of preaching was by fhort notes, 
comprifing the general outlines. His Jabours were too 
abundant to admit of more; and indeed no more was necel- 
fary toa mind fo richly ftored and fo: conftantly impreiie¢ 
with the great truths of religion. Inaccuracies in manne! 
were not feen, or they were readily excufed in one who 
nobly grafped his fubject, and fpoke to the hearts of men. 

In controverfy Mr. Blair was too mild to indulge a bit- 


ternefs, or feverity; as well as that he juitly reckoned thele 
(0 

















—_— =< 





THE U.S. CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE. As 


to be figns of a bad caufe, and that truth requires little other 
defence “than to be fairly ftated and properly underftood. 
His difpofition was uncommonly patient, placid, benevolent, 
difinterefted, and cheerful. Thefe were in him natural 
qualities ; and they were corrected and improved by divine 
race. He was efteemed by all who knew him. Even 
thofe who could not relifh the favour of his piety, loved 
him as an amiable, and revered him as a ereat man. 
Though he was no bicot, but forbear ing and Sravit able to- 
ward thofe who differed from him, yet he firmly believed 
that the Prefbyterian ‘form of government is the moft fcrip- 
tural, and the moft favourable to religion and happinefs. 
He confidered his attendance on the judicatories of the 
church as belonging to his office of a bifhop or overfeer, and 
was a very puné tual and ufeful member. 

Mr. Biair died of a confumptive diforder. ‘The writer of 
this fketch has in his poffefiion a copy, taken above twenty 
years ago, of an account of his death, written by his eldefb 
daughter. It mentions, that before his ftrength failed, he 

affembled the congregation, imparted his advice concerning 
their affairs, their choice of a future minifter, took an af- 
fectionate leave of them, concluding with prayer. It men- 
tions, thatfiome time afterward, he called his family around 
him, gave them rules for their conduét in life, reprefented 
to them in a {triking manner the neceffity of an intereit in 
Chrift, and the delights of a Chriftian on a dying bed. 
Thefe, with fome other circumftances, may well be fup- 
pofed to make a deep impreffion on the mind of fo near a 
relative; but it may be unneceffary to detail them to the 
public. On the S Saturday night be fore he died, apprehend- 
ing the approact of death, he laid, ** Directly Lam going 
toglory. My mafter calls me, I muft be gone. ‘Three 
times | have been ready to enter, but was forbidden, and 
now | fhail furely enter into that glory which waiteth 


for me.’ rm 
—_ 
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, Remarks on the extent and province of “human reafon in matters 


of religion. as<INO. 2. 
T cannot have efcaped the obfervation of any, that the 
dignity and power of Auman reafon is a favourite theme 
at the prefent day. It has become fathionable with many to 
chaunt 
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chaunt_the praifes of this new deity---to exalt her to th 
rank of an infallible guide, and make her the only pro . 
{tandard of right and wrong. They would make even ie 
hovah himfelf fubjec& to her haughty mandates, and tr the 
author of reafom at the barof his owmcreature. In em 
if weadopt the cantof theday, we mut pronounce, thar 
receiving any thing as true which cannot be fully com. 
prehended by our own underftanding, is irrational and ab. 
furd; and thatthe man who will be fhackled with any pe. 
ligious creed, and above all, with a belief of the Chriftiay 
fyftem, does the higheft injuftice to thofe rational facultie 
which his Creator has givenhim. 

Toevery candid inquirer on this fubje&, the following 
fhort remarks are humbly addreffed. It is not defigned to 
attempt a full difcuflion, which would far exceed the limit 
prefcribed to this paper. It is rather intended to throw ou 
fuch hints as may lead impartial minds to think and inquir,, 
---to liften with caution tothe dictates of pride and felf. 
fufficiency,---and to fear thefeducing influence of COTTUp» 
tion inthe heart. 

It is propofed, in profecuting thefe remarks, to arrange 
what may be faid under three heads:--- 

1, An enumeration of /ome 212/fakes into which thofe fall, 
who contend that human reafon fhould be our fupreme 
ftandard mm matters of religion. 

I]. A view of the pofitivearguments by which it appears 
that this ftandard can never be admitted. 

III. Some brief thoughts with regard to that interefting 
queftion---* How far may reafon go in all inquiries which 
have revealed religion for their object ? 

I. Perhaps one of the bef methods of deteCting and ex- 
pofing error, is to lay openthe miftakes which have led to 
it, and to fhew the unreafonablenefs of thofe principles 
which have been thegroundof itsadoption. It is becaule 
we do not properly examine and eftablith firft principles, 
that falfhood frequently prefents fuch a plaufible face. Let 
us therefore fee 1f there benot fome important confidera- 
tions which thofe who err on this fubje& do not candidly 
take into view. | 

1. There feems tobe, inthe minds of many, a miftake 
with regard to the real grounds of the difpute, or, in othe! 


words, with regard to the te ftate of the queftion. ‘The 
1° Leary 
giipule 
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difpute between believers in revelation and others, concern- 
ing reafon, 1s not whether men are to ufe their own reafon, 
any more than whether they are to fee with their own eyes, 
or hear with their own ears; but the gueftion is, whether 
every man’s reafon is to be his /ole guide, upon which he is 
in all cafes and implicitly to depend? One would imagine, 
from the ftile in which many of the modern unbelievers talk 
on this fubject, that receiving Chriftianity, or taking the 
light of the gofpel for our guide, is equivalent to an entire 
renunciation of the rational charater; and that the man 
who looks up to the Great Source of knowledge for in- 
ftruction, zp/o fad?o gives up the right of thinking and judg- 
ing for himfelf in any fenfe or degree. Hence they repre- 
fent Chriftianity and its teachers as enemies to rational in- 

uiry---as oppoted to all reflection or examination on the 
fabject of religion---and as incu!cating on their fellow crea- 
tures a blind faith in whatever is fet before them. 

Now, this view of the fubject is altogether difingenuous 
and falfe. “Ihe queftion is not whether reafon 7s to be ufed, 
but How it is to be ufed---not, whether it is to be regarded 
and followed, but when it may be de/? followed---not, whe- 
ther it is to guide us at a//, but in what manner it may be 
made our /afef? guide. Chriftians do not oppofe unbelievers 
becaufe they rea/on, but beeaufe, in their apprehenfion, they 
teafoni//. © They donot embrace revelation in order to fup- 
prefs or deftroy the light of their own minds, but to improve 
and affift it---not to take away their right of judging for 
themfelves, but to fecure them from erroneous judgments. 
Far from being difpofed to extinguith rationality, they with 
every Chriftian to bea rational one, and to be able to give 
areafon of thehope that is inhim. Nay, they embrace 
Chriftianity becaufe, in their opinion, it is moft conformable 
to reafon fo to do; and becaufe they fuppefe that all who 
reject it oppofe reafon, and difcard evidence fo rational and 
abundant, that in every other cafe they would be afhamed 
ef fuch a decifion. 

2. It would feem that thofe who contend for the fuffici- 
ency of human reafon as our fupreme ftandard in matters 
of religion, forget that man is a fallen creature. Indeed, 
the doctrine of human depravity is generally altogether 
denied by thofe who arrogate to themfelves the name of 
free-thinkers, or the advocates and votaries of reafon. They 

contend 


ne Uke mae ew te 
re ; 


See ¥ 
= Se te be 
var” ‘ 








ernest ton. 
4 


3 
eS 
a” 


nt en 3 
aaa 


ve 


‘ : 

au ate 
KRST eeee 
* aU 
» ‘ 


i, 


- 
- EJ 
{ 
ee ese 
apo ghaensn en mid ane 
ae hace eee, toed 


Fi 


setae 





— 
a 
- - « 
So 


oie: 


Aeon sere 





e 
We eg 
Be 





















” me 
“e ; 5 : 
w sud Fett 


; 


“* rT 
- > ae’ 
opt ee a ad _ # ast ee 


oF | - 
5 
_ . oe 




















48 ‘THE U.S. CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE, 


contend that man is now as he was originally created by 
Giod; and that all thote fymptoms of his fall, which many 
contider as decifive inthe cafe, are the natural confequences 
of that mutability and entire liberty which are indifpenfibly 
neceffary to conftitute a moral agent. ‘This is not the place 
to enter into a formal proof of the lapfe of human nature, 
But while | obferve fo great a prevalence of moral evil jp 
the hearts of men; while I fee them prone to evil as the 
fparks to fly upward; and while { obferve more or lefs im. 
perfection cleaving to the beft of human beings, I am con- 
ftrained to believe that the crown is fallen from our head; 
that we are not what God originally made us; and there- 
fore, that none of our faculties can be confidered as per- 
fect. 

If, then, it be admitted that we are fallen creatures, as 
there is, to fay the leaft, fome ground to fuppofe we are, 
is it abfurd to conclude that this fall has, in fome degree, 
either directly or remotely affeéted our rational powers? 
And if this be the cafe, is there not reafon to fear that they 
are not fuch direct and trufty guides as it is defirable to have? 
If, in confequence of this lamentable degeneracy of man, 
the inferior faculties of his mind have feized the reins of 
government, and too often fway the fuperior ; if pathon 
and prejudice are frequently found to blind the eyes and 
feduce the heart; if, in fhort, a corrupt will be apt to fafci- 
nate the underftanding, now perfuading it that the moft 
perfect reafon is folly, and that folly is the moft perfect 
reafon; in this ftate of things is there not fome reaton to 
truft the dictates of our own underftanding with caution, 
and to fear that they may lead us aftray? Surely there is. 

When, therefore, we hear men talk of unbiaffed and un- 
prejudiced reafon; a reafon not in the leaft degree tinctured 
with partiality in favour of falfhood and error; a reaion 
Ifpofed with perfect candor to apprehend and receive truth 
wherever it may be had; they talk of what never did nor 
will exift in any mere man after Adam, in the garden of 
innocence. It is not now our bufinefs to decide how far 
reafon, even in its moft perfeét ftate, was fufficient to direc 
mari in every matter between him and his God. Such an 
inquiry would be too long, and would be here impertinent: 
But if human reafon were not once more than fuffcient, ™ 


is now defetive. If man, in his primitive ftate, had ” 
’ mor 
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more wifdom than was proper for his ftation and character, © 
he muft now need fome additional notices to guide him in 
fafety to the realms of eternal bleffednefs. 

This confideration is fo material here, that either the 
fall and depravity of man, or the prefumptive claims of 
reafon, muft be given up. Hence it is a remarkable fad, 
that the mioft ftrenuous contenders for the fupremacy of 
reafon have always been the moft bitter oppofers of the 
humbling doctrine of human depravity. They have le- 
velled their particular refentment againft a fentiment which 
they faw {truck at the foundation of their favourite fcheme; 
and by a moft unpardonable kind of logic, have built the 
whole of their plaufible and flattering argument on a fup- 
polition, which, of all others, ftood moft in need of proof 
to fupport if. 

3. Again, thofe who coniend for the fufficiency of rea- 

fon to guide us in all cafes whatioever, feem to make ano- 
ther miftake, in talking of fomething as an univerfal and 
yniform {tandard, which really is not fo, but is almoit infi- 
nitely variable in its nature, being found in a different mea- 
fure in different perfons, and delivering oppofite precepts 
with regard to the fame things. ‘There is fcarcely a vice 
which, in fome age or country of the world, has not been 
countenanced by public opinion, and been thought con- 
formable to the dictates of reafon. In one country it is 
efteemed an office of piety in children to fuftain their aged 
parents; in another to difpatch them out of the way. In 
one age of the world fuicide has been vindicated as reafon- 
able, and celebrated as heroic ; in another it has been ftig- 
matifed as an odious crime, and punifhed as felony. Theft, 
which moft laws punifh with juft feverity, by the laws of 
Sparta was not unfrequently rewarded: The promifcuous 
commerce of the fexes, though condemned by the regula- 
tions and practice of all civilized nations, is indulged by 
the favages of the tropical regions, without referve, com- 
punction, or difgrace. Nay, crimes of which it is no longer 
permitted even to fpeak, have had their advocates and prac - 
ces among the greateft fages of very renowed times. A 
civilized and humane mind is delighted with the appearance 
of tranquility and happinefs, wherever they are to be found; 
ut a weftern favage is pleafed, almoft to ecitacy, with the 
Writhings and contoriions of a victim at the ftake. 
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But we may go farther, even among ourfelves, and ig. 
the prefent improved ftate of knowledge, weare far from 
a perfect confent with regard to what is reafonable or other. 
wife. In fome companies you may hear a practice vindi- 
cated as honorable and becoming, which, in another, you 
may hear, with equal plaufibility, reprobatedas unreafon- 
able and wicked. [n fhort, the diétates of reafon are ag 
‘variable as the fafhion of the country In which we live: 
and this fancied guide is heard to fpeak.the language of fome 
powerful leader of a party, or feen to bow before the un. 
accountable and ridiculous caprice of the multiude. 

Accordingly, how do the advocates for the fuficiency and 
perfection of human reafon prove the truth of their {cheme? 

Do they appeal to experience, or to any portion of man- 
kind, as attording examples of this perfeétion? “This isnot 
fo muchas pretended. They know better than to make 
the attempt. Do they produce any body of men, in this or 
any other age of the world, who, without the affiftance of 
divine revelation, have attained to that perfection of which 
they fpeak? There is noone whowill prefume to fay that 
the hiflory of fuch men exifts. They are not to be found 
among the barbarians of Caffraria, the fenfual inhabitants 
of Otahité, or among the remorfelets favages of our weltern 
wildernefs. But all thefe, it will be faid, have mifufed their 
reafon. ‘lruly they have fo; and therefore | would infer 
tlie ablolute neceflity of fomething elie to afift and guide 
them. But it will ftill be inGifted, that this argument 1s 
unfair. Our opponents willafk, Doesthe mifufe of reatun 
prove its intrinfic infufficiency ? Becaufe mo inftance can be 
produced in which the light of nature has in fact proved 
adequate to the guidance and regulation of ma, {hall we 
fay that itis in icfelf faulty? I anfwer, we may fairly con- 
clude, that the guide which venerally ullers thole who com- 
mit themfelves to her care to vo aftray, or rather always 
Jeaves them to wander fromthe right road, canpot be a per- 
fect guide. He who never does in fad do right, is no beiter, 
whatever he may beable todo, than he who is deftitute of 
this ability. : 

Betides, however inconclufive this argument may be 
thought in itfelf, yet, confidered as an argzementum ad homi- 
nem, it appears to me weighty, and indeed irrefragable: for 
one grand objection which unbelievers bring ag2!™! the 
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Chriltian religion is, that however generally it might &c 
made known, yet itis zm fad promulgated over a. finall 
proportion of the inhabited globe: and on the ground of this 
pretended denciency they reject it, and fubfticute reafon In 
its room ;---when, lo! we tind that the fubftitute is in this 
refpect equally deficient. For, however right reafon might 
be brought into univer{al operation, if men did not abute it, 
yet.its influence ts, im fa?, as circumferibed and partial as 
thatof the Chriftianreligion. Nay, if we may believe our 
opponents, it is inicomparably more fo; for it is evident, 
that they confider their own fraternicy as the only part of 
the human race by whom reafon is really poffeffed and pro- 
perly ufed.. So that after all, the grand principle upon 
which reafon ischofen as a fupreme rule, becaufe it is uni- 
form and univerial, falls to the ground, and appears to be 
fale infact. When, therefore, I contemplate a guide of 
this kind---a guide thus variable, accommodating, and hav- 
ing no regular mode of operation; when I fee the very men 
who profes, above all others, to have enlifted under her 
banners, differtng among themfelves, and either fufpended 
inuncertainty, or elie wandering into the moft dangerous 
and hurtful paths ;---when I fee this, 1 am conitrained to 
luipeét her of infufficiency, and to fay of her, as our Lord 
once faid of teachers not wholly unlike her, ‘* when the 


blind lead the blind, both will fall into the ditch.” N. 








To the Editors of ‘the United States Chrifiian Magazine. 
GENTLEMEN, 

HAV E read your propofals for publifhing ¢ The United 
f States Chriftian Magazine,’ andas I coincide in the fen- 
iments which you have expreffed in your addrets, I am 
cheerfully difpoted to encourage the defign. If you think 
the following papers, marked No. a, and No.2, worthy of 
a place in your mifcellany, they are at your fervice. They 
were written almoft three ycars ago, and, | imagine, were 
never intended by the writers for publication. No.1, was 
ent, through the medium-of the Pott-office, toa clergyman 
of my acquaintance ; who, that he might not leave the ob- 
iections of his correfpondent unanfwered amongit his pa- 
Pets, wrote the remarks No. 2, upon the back of the letter, 
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and threw it nae a large parcel of manufcripts, where] 
found it, and tranfmit it to you for publication. A.B. 





No. 1. 
DEAR Sir, 


HE pleafure I frequently experienced from you 

preaching, a few years ago, added to the real refpeg 
which I have for you, has induced me to take this method 
of fuggefting what appears to me to be an error in your 
prefent mode of preaching. You have probably been led 
into it by too great fenfibility, or by a defire to excite in 
your audience feelings fimilar to your own. You are 
mafter of the rules of oratory: thofe rules you once prac- 
tifed, and with fuch fuccefs, that not even the moft aban- 
doned profligate could hear you without being confiderably 
affected. But, Sir, I fear the mode of preaching you have 
lately adopted will deftroy the real oratorial abilities you 
once poffeffed. From the mild infinuating orator, who 
inforced his reafons by a proper mixture of animation, you 
have degenerated into the thundering enthufiaft. In the 
place of logical reafoning, with which your former dif- 
courfes abounded, you have fubftituted hell and damnation; 
and in the place of animation, real raving. Having heard 
you ata time when you were a real orator, when every 
word you uttered feemed to ftrike the hearer with a force 
you alone feemed capable of giving it, J] was aftonifhed 
at the alteration I perceived in your preaching, the Arf 
time I attended after your arrival at —_—_—_._ If you will 
refle&t a little on thofe rules you have fo often given on the 
eloquence of the pulpit, and apply them to your prefent 
mode of preaching, you will difcover the error I have 
pointed out, without the fmalleft difficulty. Should my 
letter have the effect of producing this conviction, and 
reftoring you to that mode of preaching which gave plea- 
fure toall, and particularly to me, I fhall indeed be happy- 
‘There are few'men I efteem more than yourfelf, or have 
more reafon to refpeét. All the attention J afk to this's, 
that you will confider whether you have not fallen into the 
error I have ftated. If you have, there is no doubt but it 
can be eafily remedied. If, on confideration, you fhou' 
determine that you have not, you have too much good 
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fenfe to. be offended at a liberty taken by a perfen who is 

not at all interefted, but from the efteem and refpect he 
bears you, and whofe name you will never know. 

Tam, with refpeé& and efteem, 

fin Unknown Friend. 1 


Ce 


No. 2. 


An anfwer to the foregoing letter from * an unknown Friend.’ 





N the ---- day of ----, I received the preceding letter 

from an unknown correfpondent. which | am willing @. 
to confider as the evidence of friendiv regard in the writer, 
notwithftanding certain expreflions which appear to be the 
refult, rather of prepoffefhon, than of reafon, friendfhip, 
ortruth. Thecircumftances attending the letter render it 
probable that the writer intended a kindnets, though from ; 
the nature of its contents, he has certainly miftaken the 
means. He has attempted to induce an alteration in my 
method of preaching,-by addreffing my paffions, a practice 
which he reprobates in public difcourfes, inftead of ad- 
vancing folid argument, which only ought to be influential 
in cafes of this nature. For this purpofe the language of 
reproach and flattery has been occafionaily introduced. 
On the one hand, he has employed rafh and indefinite af- 
fertions, mingled with contemptuous expreifions, to deter 
me from that method of preaching which | approve and 
practife ; and on the other, by ftudied and undeferved com- 
pliment, addreffed to the principles of pride and ambition, 
to feduce me into that, which, from conviction, | avoid 
as inconfiftent with the fpiritc anddefign of the gofpel, and 
the fimplicity and fervour of its minitters. 

The principal objeétions which the letter ftates againf 
my prefent method of preaching, appear to be the follow- 
ing: An inattention to the rules of oratory, a dezree of en- 
thufiaftic extravagance, and an attempt to addrefs certain 
pafhons of the human mind, inttead of making ufe of 
“logical reafoning.”’ 

1. With regard to the firft of -thefe objections, I remark, 
that I neither am, nor ever have been, an orator, fuch as 
my ** unknown friend”’ defcribes, notwithftanding all that 
he has afferted. I never thought myfelf eloquent, nor 
aimed to obtain a reputation of that nature with my hearers. 
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I never was confcious of fuch acquirements as he has ftate. 
nor did I ever hear before, that I was confidered as at a} 
remarkable for the qualities which he has been pleafed t 
afcribe to my public {peaking, much lefs, that I was a «rey 
orator.” “The effe&ts of my manner of addrefs are abyp. 
dantly over-rated, and were far, very far from what m, 
correfpondent defcribes. But, had this been my character, 
or my object, 1 humbly conceive that it would not haye 
been fecured ; nor would any ftriking effe€t have been pro- 
duced by that attention to the rules of oratory which he 
inculcates, and the inattention to which he fo much cep. 
fures. An eloquent {peaker ts never an artificial thing 
which is formed by rule. He muft be furnithed by nature 
with talents which are fuperier to the trammels of art, o 
to afervile attachment to the directions conveyed in a com. 
pilation of rules. ‘Thefe may be ufeful to prevent material 
improprieties; they cannot enfure excellence. A minute 
attention to them cannot fail to create frigidity, or difguf, 
or ridicule in hearers of difcernment. Artificial contor- 
fions of countenance, or gefticulations of the body; the 
grimace of looks, of air, of gefture, will level a preacher 
to the rank of an affected ftage-player, and degrade him 
from the elevated character of a minifter of Chrift, who, 
like his Mafter, ought to {peak with an authority and in- 
fluence which ufually attends a man who fpeaks from the 
fulnefs and feelings of his foul.* 

2. The fecond exception which is made againit my 
preaching conveys the charge of enthufiafm. | 

With refpect to this charge, it may be remarked, that its 
application is very indefinite, and that it varies according to 
the opinions and feclings of him who makes it. An Atheift 
may reproach a Deift with enthufiafm; a Deift, with 
equal juftice, may defpife a Socinian onthe fame account; 
the latter may, im his turn, affe&t a fuperiority of rea/on 
and coolne/s over an orthodox Chriftian ; and many nominal 


orthodox Chriftians may heartily reprobate the weak ws 
fiaim 


* He tranf{mits to others, by a fort of contagious fympathy, 
the warm fentiments which he feels; his looks and geftures are 
all perfvafive; and zature here fhews herfelf infinitely more pow: 
erful than all art. This is’the foundation of that juft and note 
cule, “7 vis me flere dolendum eft primum ipft tibi.” 

Blair’s Leé&t. vol. ii. p. 7. See alfo vol. 1. p. 19% 
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faim of their brethren, who fcrupuloufly adhere to the 
principles and manners of their Lord and his primitive 
difciples. Since, therefore, even Payne and Prieftley 
might occafionally be fubjeé&ted to this cenfure, | fee no 
reafon to expect that one ihould efcape who believes and 
reaches thofe great and effential do€trines of the gofpel 
which diftinguithed the difcourfes of the firft Reformers 
from Popery. Icannot, however, perceive in myfelf, on 
the moft careful retrofpect and inveftigation, any thing that 
deferves to attract the contemptuous appellation of a ** thun- 
dering enthufiaft.’” I certainly difcard the notion of mo- 
dern miraculous impulfes, vifions, dreams, or voices; and 
uterly difclaim all pretences to immediate inf{piration from 
heaven, in myfelt or any other minifter of the gofpel in 
this age of the church. And as tothe {mall degree of fer- 
vor which I fometimes feel, alas! too {mall for the import-- 
ant fubject of religion, it appears to be always excited by 
feriptural motives and objects, and never to deftroy the 
full poflefion of myfelf.* Indeed, indeed, 1 am not too 
warm: would to God 1 were as much in earneft as | ought 
tobe! An increafe of fervor, both in my feelings and man- 
ner of addrefs, would be highly defirable. When eternal 
interefts are at iffue, and are properly difcerned, ‘* the 
greateft emotion of mind falls {hort of the mighty caufe ;”’ 
and, as Dr. Young exprefles it, ‘‘ reafon (alone, or cool 

didaGtic reafoning) is madnefs; tran/port, reafon here.”’ 
Ihave often heard the charge of enthufiafm and fanaticifn 
exhibited againft a// warmth aud engagednefs of mind upon 
itligious fubjects, interefting as the caufe might be, by per- 
loos who could not give even a definition of the terms, and 
who were ignorant, not only of the meaning of the word 
enthnfiafm, but of what the weighty truths of the gofpe! 
demand. The general, but extremely falfe rule of judging 
lathis cafe, feems to be the difcernment and feelings of the 
cenfurer ; as if every thing were to be contidered as an en- 
thufiaftic flight, which exceeds the cool indiiference of that 
itandard 


* * Paffion, when in fuch a degree as to roufe and kindle the 
mind, without throwing it out of the pofleiiion of itfelf, is uni- 
verfally found to exalt all the human powers. It renders the 
mind infinitely more enlightened, more penetrating, more vigo- 
‘sand mafterly than it is in its calm moments.” 

Blair’s Lect. vol. il. p. 7. 
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{tandard which he applies. But, ought the favage who ha 
always fhivered within the arctic circle todeny the exiftence 
of tropical heat, merely beeaufe he himfelf. has never fel 
fach heat? In like manner, ought he who has never emerg. 
ed from nature’s darknefs * and that frigid apathy which js 
natural to man with regard to God and divine things, to 
judge and cenfure thofe emotions which ‘* the light of the 
glory of God in the face of Jefus Chrift’”? produces in the 
fouls of his miniftering fervants, and his grateful, redeemed 
people, or thofe which the apprehended wretchednefs.of , 
finful world, expofed to everlafting ruin, excites? Shall] 
that be deemed rant and extravagance, which, perhaps, 
only reaches the warmth of a debate at the bar, or in a des 
liberative affembly.? 

. The third objection, ftated.in the following words, 
‘*inflead of logical reafoning, with which your former 
difcourfes abounded, you have fubftituted hell and damia- 
tion,”’ appears wholly unfounded. I with never to lofe 
fight of argument when I preach, and always attempt to 
adduce feriptural reafons, at leaft for every doctrine which 
T advance, and every. motive which L urge. ‘The facred 
{criptures are the fountain of all authority in matters of 
religion to a Chriftian; and in referring to thefe, more 
abundantly than formerly, lam, upon Chriltian principles, 
more ftrictly argumentative, perhaps, than | was at the 
time that my talent at ‘* logical reafoning”’ is celebrated. 
With regard to the cant phrafe, ** hell and damnation,”’ it 
is focommon and vulgar a jubftitute for any thing animated 
in preaching, that a fenfible and candid objector ought to 
be very referved in itsufe. If I underftand my correipon- 
dent rightly in the prefent cafe, he means to infinuate, that 
the terrors of the divine wrath are the principal fubjects ot 
my preaching, and that this is, in its nature, oppoted to 
*s Jogical reafoning ;”’ neither of which are true. Though 
lam fully perfuaded, that ** by the law is the knowledge ol 
fin,”’ and by difplaying its extent, its purity, and its tanc- 
tions, finners are often convicted and reformed ; yet, as Us 
is merely fubfervient to a more important end, | mean the 
exhibition of the gofpel, and enforcing the practice of us 
principles, itis by no means th: moft frequent topic of dil- 
courfe with me. But if it were que that | generally dee 
upo} 
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ypon the terrors of the law, I cannot difcover the oppofi- | 
tion which he apprehends, between that and the ftricteft, 
the moft demonftrative reafoning. Shoulda preacher ftate, 
agreeably to the fcriptures, that *¢ the wrath of Ged is re- 
vealed againft all ungodlinefs and unrighteoufnefs of men ;”’ 
that the Almighty has prepared ‘* indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguifh, as the portion of evefy foul that 
doth evil ;’? and that he will ** punifh with everlafting de- 
fruétion from the prefence of the Lord and the glory of 
his power, all who know not God and obey not the gofpel ;”’ 
fhould he atter wards expofe the practices which are con- 
demned as finful by the divine word, and defcribe the cha- 
raters which commit them, and then tufer, that fuch 
characters, without repentance, will inevitably perith; | 
would refer it to the judicious and candid, whether this 
be not conclutive rea/oning; ftwict, logical induction ; per- 
fetly fyllogiftic and clear. 

Unon the whole, therefore, as I cannot difcover the im- 
propriety of that mode of preaching which, it feems, has 
aftonithed my good friend, I refolve, through divine grace, 
to perfevere in it, until | am furnifhed with better reafons 
for declining it, than the letter referred to contains. 

Were | acquainted with the writer, I ought, in return 
for his friendibip, to attempt to point out his miftakes and 
tobring him over to the knowledge of the truth; for I 
fear that he is a firanger to that which is neceffary to his 
eternal falvation. irom the complexion of his objeétions, 
itis probable that he neither fearches the feriptures, nor 
has experienced their power upon his heart; it is my duty 
lo pray for him, that he may obtain that fpiritual difcern- 
ment which only God can beftow, and which is neceflary, 
m order to relith evangelical preaching,* and cthofe {piri- 
tual fenfations which are the bleffed anticipations of ever- 
lating Joys. 

As my correfpondent feems afraid that my ‘* prefent mode 
of preaching will deftroy thofe oratorial abilttics’? which 
¢ fuppofes me ance to have pofiefied, and thus diminith 
my ufefulnefs, which he ttates to have been {uch that ** the 
moft abandoned profligate.could not hear me without being 
Coniderably affected,’’ 1 fhould be glad to communicate 

Vol. 1. No. I. Y certain 
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certain facts in my hiftory, which might ferve to remove 
his apprenenfions on that fcore. I could inform him that 
when [ preached more to Ais tafte and acceptance, compa. 
fatively few hearers attended my difcourfes, or appeared tg 
feel the weight of thofe fubjeéts which I judged to be of 
the greategi importance. But when tt pleafed God to give 
me aclearer view of divine truths and a more affeétin 
impreffion of their value than I before poffeffed ; and whey 
I was induced, as the natural confequence, to adopt that 
mode of preaching which he reproaches as ‘ real raving ;” 
hundreds have felt its power: my hearers were vattly more 
numerous; many of them were deeply affeted with the 
truth; they were perfuaded to abandon fin; to praétife 
duty ; to attend diligently and earneftly upon the inftitu- 
tions of religion, and to become new men in every refpedt.? 
So that | hope my. genera! influence is not diminithed, 

though a few individuals fhould difapprove and reject me. 
As to what concerns my own conduct and practice here- 
after, # appears highly unreafonable that when I am per- 
fectly acquainted with the facts just now ftated, I fhould 
be induced, by hafty affertions and vague declamation, to 
relinquifh that mode of preaching which my reafon, my 
religious feelings, and my confcience approve; which | 
fee enjoined and exemplified in the fcripture, and which! 
hope to fee approved in the face of the univerfe. Surely 
neither reproach nor flattery, terror nor feduction, ought 
to have influence upon one who realizes a fupreme judge 
infpeGting his conduét, and about to account with him in 
a fhort time for his ftewardfhip. Having obtained mercy 
to be found faithful, therefore, I hope to remain prool 
again‘t all fuch remonftrances, and unalterably determined 
to adhere to the fpirit of the gofpel. is 
ai 


* The celebrated Abbé Maury, in his * Principles of Elo- 
quence,” addrefling himfelf to artificial orators, makes this re- 
mark, “* The people! the people! they are the principal, and 
perhaps the beit judges of your talents.” . : 

Maur. on Elog. Sect. 19. P- 6. 

David Hume, whofe authority fome people refpect more than 
I do, in general, obferves; ‘* Whoever, upon compariion, © 
deemed, by a common audience, the greate{t orator, ought 
moft certainly, to be pronounced fuch by men of fcience an 
erudition.” Hume’s Effays. Bil. 12 
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May the almighty Spirit of Truth farther enlighten my 


unknown friend in the true knowledge of the religion of 
efus Chrift, and bring him to relifh and approve that mode 
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of preaching which at prefent appears to me rational and org 
{criptural. A. B. i 
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CoMMUNICATIONS ve/peéling the plan of viftble umon and 
" general concert in praycr now exifiing in the/e United States, 

and obferved on the firft Tuefday of each quartet of the year, 

commencing on the firit Tuelday of fanuary, 1795, at twe 

o'clock, P. M. and {c continuing in orderly cour/e. 





The origin of this plan was from Scotland, and by the late Prz- 
fident Edwards its hiffory is thus recited. 


#¥N Odtober, A. D..1744, a number of minifters in 
Scotland, taking into confideration the {late of God's 
church, and of the world of mankind, judged that the pro- 
vidence of God, at fuch a day, did loudly call fuch as were 
concerned for the welfare of Zion, to united extraordinary 
applications to the God of all grace, fuitabl y acknowledging 
him as the fountain of all the fpiritual benefits and bleffings 
ofthis church; and earneftly praying to him, that he would 
appear in his glory and favour Zion, and manifeft his com. 
pallion to the world of mankind, by an abundant effufion of 
his holy Spirit, on all the churches and the whole habitable 
eath; to revive true religion in all parts of Chriftendom, 

and to deliver all nataons from their great and manifold {pi- - 
titual calamities and miferies, and blefs them with the unt 
fpeakable benefits of the kingdom of our glorious Redeemer, 
and fill the whole earth with his glory: and confulting one 
another on the fubject, they looked on themfelves, for their 
own part, obliged to engage in this duty, and, as faras in 
em lay, to perfuade others to the fame; and to endeavour 
to ffnd out and fix on fome method that thould moft effec. 
tually tend to promote and uphold fech extraordinary appli- 

“itions to heaven among God’s people.”’ 

The plan was then propofed, and took fuch effe&; that ii 
¥% complied with by numbers in the four chief towns in 
Scotland 
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Scotland---in Edinburgh, Glafeow, Aberdeen and Dundee. 
and in many country towns and congregations in various 
parts of the land: A letter to the Rev. Mr. Prince, of Bof. 
ton, reported that there were then above thirty focieties of 
young people in Edinburgh ; and in Glafgow this. union wa; 
unanimoully agreed to by about forty-five praying focieties, 
as an eminent minifter in that city informs. 

A memorial on the fubjeét of a concert for prayer, ac. 
companied by a letter, figned by twelve minifters in Scot. 
land, was fent over to America, .and direGtions given thy 
five hundred copies fhould he diftributed in Maflachufetts. 
Bay, Connecticut, New-Hampthire, and in fad through. 
out the then American colonies. 

‘This memorial the late Prefident Edwards very warmly 
advocated, -and in fupport of it wrote what is ftiled “An 
humble attempt to promote explicit agreement and vifible 
union of God’s people, in extraordinary prayer, for the re- 
vival of religion and the advancement of Chrift’s kingdom 
on earth, purfuant to fcripture promifes and prophecies con- 
cerning the laft time.’’ | ‘ 

This work received a full and cordial recommendation 
from five minifters of the town of Bofton,. and had an ex- 
tenfive circulation in Europe and America. 

It was republifhed under the patronage of the Rev. John 
Lutcliffe, a Baptift minifter in England. The avowed de- 
fign of the editor in the republication was to promote an 
agreement and practice then prevaient in feveral of their 
affociations, of meeting, at {tated times, for purpofes of {o- 
cial prayer. ; 

In 1794, this traét was again reprinted in America. 

In September of the fame year, a number of minifters 
being providentially affembled at Lebanon, in Connecticut, 
were led, after prayer, to confult on Prefident Edwards's 
«« Humble Attempt,” &c. and readily expreffing their om 
nion, agreed to unite their exertions, in order to carry me 
éefign of his memorial into full and permanent effect. 

A fketch of the objects of the Humble Attempt, and of the 
defign of the fore-mentioned minifters, and figned by more 
than twenty minifters in the vicinity of Lebanon, Norwich 
and Providence, was printed and fent abroad in the form 
of a circular letter. 
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from individuals and from public bodies, countenancing 
the plan. | 

In December, a fecond circular letter was iffued, con- 
taining a fummary of this recommendation. 

Among thofe who gave countenance to the plan were the $4 

Rev. Dr. Weft, Stockbridge; Rev. Dr. Greene, Philadel- 
phia ; Rev. Mr. Etwine, Bethlehem; Rev. Meffirs. Jacob 
Broth, William Pheebus, and Laurence M‘Combs, of the 
Methodift Epifcopal Church, New-York :---The Reverend 
Affociation of the North Diftri&t, Hartford county, recom- 
mending to the different affociations of the ftate, that the ; 
matter be taken up and referred to the General Affociation 
of the ftate of Connecticut, and, by their commiffioners, to 
the General Affembly of the Prefb: terian Church in Ame- 
rica, and to the Convention of Clergy in the commopnwea!th 
of Maffachufetts, &c. that fuch general meafures may be 
taken or adopted, as may promife to give the propofed con- 
cert the moft extenfive diffufion; and alfo to correfpond 
with the conftituted authorities of other. denominations of 
Chriftians, that prayers may unitedly afcend tothe Throne 
of Grace from all the United States in Amertca. 
* To this recommendation may be addedithe countenance 
of the Rev. Dr. Robbins, of Plymouth; of the Prefbytery 
of New-York; of the Synod of New-York and New- 
Jerfey;; of the Rev. Dr. Lion, of the Dutch Reformed 
Charch, New- York; of the Rev. Jedediah Morfe, Charlef- 
town ; of the Rev. Mr. Wield, Hampton, Connecticut; of 
the:Rev. Jofeph Lymen, of Hattield; and of the Northern 
Affociation of Minifters of the county of Hampihire, Maf- 
fachufetts; and-of Dr.-Edwards, New-Haven. 

Refpecting the ob/ervance of the day, on the firf? Tuefday 
of January, the Rev. Mr. Chapman, of Orange, New- 
Jerfey, writes; ‘‘ I think we have -good*encouragement, 
though the day feems to be gloomy, ‘and the enemies of re- 
ligion many, to unite and prefs forward with all our might 
in the ftrength of the Redeemer. There was fomething 
peculiar and folemn in divine providence, refpecting the 
day for opening the concert for prayer: its being» a day 
of fafting, and in this ftate proclaimed a day of thank{- 
giving; fomething remarkable! It was very apparent that 
the minds of many among us, particularly of the more fe- 
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hour of prayer was come; when I took oceafion to intrg. 
duce and open up the folemn propofal, and read to them 
a number of the communications from different parts of 
the continent. Ovur ferious praying people feemed to catch 
the very fpirit of the propofal, and are longing for the 
arrival of the next day of prayer; numbers feem confident 
that it is of the Lord, and from him a token for good, 

©! may the God of all grace pour out a fpirit of prayey 
and fupplication on ail his people, and ftrengthen and en. 
courage the hearts of all his faithful minifters, and prepare 
ine way to build up Zion, and to appear in his glory!” 

The Rev. Mr. Williams writes from Harring; ‘* We 
have had a full meeting for prayer agreeably to the recom. 
mendation ; and expect to go in concert with your and other 
churches. 

from North-Haven, Connecticut, Rev. BenjaminTrum- 
bull writes, February 18, 1795; ‘* Mychurch unanimoufly 
adopted the plan for a concert in prayer; and though our 
facramental leCture was on New- Year’s-day, yet we met 
dgain on Tuefday, and began the concert that day, as was 
propofed. © 

‘« Tpreached,as well as my abilities would permit, from 
Maiah Ixii. x. ¢ For Zion’s fake 1 will not. hold my peace, 
snd for Jerufalem’s fake I will nor reft, until the righteoul- 
nefs thereof go forth as brightnefs, and the falvation thereof 
asa lamp that burneth.’ 

‘¢ T brought into view, as far as poflible in one difcourle, 
this truth, that notwithftanding all impediments, the church 
would yet rife to. a moft confpicuous. and glorious {tate ; and 
that it wasthe duty of all Chrift’s minifters and people to 
adopt the refolution of the prophet, and cry to God with- 
out ceafing till the great event fhould be accomplithed, 

‘* The concert was obferved in feveral parts of this ftate. 
At Warthington, Mr. Fenn’s parifh, and at Woodbury, 
Mr. Benediét’s, there were full and folemn affemblies.” 

From Second River, New-Jerfey, Rev. Mr. Stryker, of 
the Dutch Reformed Church, writes; *¢ | herewith trantmit 
to you a few (fifteen) names of fubfcribers for the Maga- 
zine: rett affured that my endeavours to promote lo ‘audable 
2 defign fhail not op here, if my Lord fpares me my lite 
and health; asa work of this nature I am perfuaded is highly 
neceflary at this time, and I doubt not that the Lord will 


accompany it with peculiar bleffings. 
| c ‘¢ From 
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¢* From the préparations already made in aie 
pf Divine Providence ; from the happy accomplifh ment o1 
certain predictions ; from the prefent ftate of religi mn and 
the apparent difpofition of minifters and their people, of 
different denominations of Chriftians, to unite in prayar 
and brotherly love, | am perfuaded the period is not far dif- 
tant, when the Redeemer’s kingdom will come with power 
and great glory. It is matter ‘of joy to me to hear that 
minifters of the gofpel of Jefus Chrift, who ought always 
to appear as beacons oA the heights of Zion, are commu- 
nicating hight and fervor to each other. ‘That is furely a 
token for “good ; and I truft eae word of the Prophet 
ffaiah, in his 68th chapter, will foon receive a glorious 
fulfilment.” 

From Prefident Wheelock, of Dartmouth College, a 
letter is received with names of the following gentlemen, 
minifters, ree om Menai Hy the plan of concert. Kev. fofeph 
Bowman, pattor of a chut rchin Bernard; Rev. Lyman Pot- 
ter, Norwich; Rev. Jolin Smith, of the Charch, Dartmouth 
Gollege ; Rev.. Tfaiah Potter, of Lebanon; Rev. Afa Burton, 
of Thetford ; Rev. Nathaniel Lambert, of Newbury; Rev. 
William Conant, of Lyme; Rev. Stephen Faller, Ver- 
fhire; Rev. Seth Payfon, Rynge. 

From Litchfield, Connecticut, Col. Falmage writes 
*{ have duly received your letter of the gth inftant, ac 
companied with feveral printed letters, &c. Thofew ath 
were directed to the minriters of this veertty have al} 
beeh fent to their feveral addrefles. It greatly rejoices $ my 
heart, that it hath pleated the great head of the Church to 
excite fo many of ‘his fervants to the picus defigns propofed 
in the concert for prayer. Truly does this appear to be 
the finger of God; Sid may he ‘abundantly own and blefs 
his own lahidition: I cannot but view this as a token for 
good to the caufe and interefl of Zion at large; for, where- 
ever the great difpenfer of mercies has determined on be- 
flowing bik HY on our fallen race, he has been wont, 
previoufly, to beftow a {pirit of fupplicatic mand prayer. 

*© Since I rece ieed thofe letters, L have had frequent ocea— 
fion to read them to religious focieties, conferences, &c 
and | am ha appv in being able to declare to you, that they 
feem to have been enlivened and animated to duty, from 
fuch hopeful appearances of a praying {pirit pervading ou: 
Country. 
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«¢ While I feel not vamindful of your exertions, as wel] 
as of your fellow-labourers in the vineyard of our bleffed 
Lord, for endeavouring to promote and encourage the plan 
of concert, &c. I hope [ thall be able, ever, with you, 
to afcribe all the glory to God. Oh! that the Holy Spirit 
might be pleafed to vifit our hearts and the hearts of all men 
with the moft enlivening tokens of his power and grace, 
and bring all fleth to the fulleft acknowledgment of the 
truth as itis in Chrift Jefus!”’ 

From New-Ark, December 2gth, 794, the Rev. Uzal 
Ogden, of the Epifcopal Church, writes; ** The circular 
letter, exlibiung the fuccets of the plan for general union 
and concert in praver, I had the pleafure of receiving yef. 
terday. “The fcheme is pious and rational, and if carried 
into effet, (and of this there appears no reafon to doubt) 
it will, 1 truft, through the goodnefs of God, be produc. 
tive of many falutary confequences. Will the united 
voices of many thoufand faithful Chriftians, in the caufe 
of religion, be unheard by the God of peace? Will it not 
do honor to Chriftianity, for its profeflors, of every name, 
to unite their prayers for the promotion of its general in- 
terefts’ WVill not this meafure have a tendency to caufe 
their hearts to glow with greater ardor of affection to each 
other? to obliterate prejudices from their minds? to caufe 
them to lay but little or no firefs on the non-effentials of 
Chriftianity, and to enter more perfe€tly into its /pirit 2 

‘¢ Will it not in a great degree filence an objection of in- 
fidelity, that Chriftians cannot agree among themfelves! 

‘* In the prefent ftate of man it is chimerical to expect a 
perfect union in Chriftians in docirine, difcipline and wor- 
thip. Inthe arts and fciences even wife men have differed 
and ever will differ in fentiment. And can it be ftrange 
that their ideas are not entirely fimilar refpecting the nun- 
berlefs truths contained in the holy feriptures? Is it not 
{ufficient if they are all fundamentally right in their tenets, 
and holy in their practice? Will not he, who truly be- 
lieves in Chrift, be faved? 

‘¢ Thisplan has my perfe&t approbation, and fhall have my 


intereft to give ic eficacy; and never could a {cheme ol 
this fort be better timed than the one now in contemplation. 
What an age of vice and infidelity! How does Deilm, 
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impudent front, ftalk unmafked among us, reviling, 
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and.even blafpheming our holy religion, and endeavouring 
to extirpate it the earth! Vain, however, will be its im- 
pious efforts! Great istruth, and it fhall flill triumph! 
The gates of hell fhall not prevail againft it! Deifm thall 
he checked; and in the order of Providence, though in the 
ufe of means, the kingdom of Chrift will come with 
ower; and it is rational to conclude, that this meafure 
will greatly contribute to its advancement.” 

From Caldwell, ftate of New-Jerfey, Rev. Mr. Gro- 
ver informs, that the Prefbytery of Morris county unani- 
moufly rejoiced at the news of the propofed concert, and 
with pleafure anticipate the days appointed. 

The Rev. Mr. Tennent, of the Prefbytery of Philadel- 
phia, writes, that their Prefbytery have, unanimoufly, re- 
folyed to obferve the days appointed for one year. 

General information from Conneéticut, {tates that proba- 
bly about two thirds of the churches in that {tate may be 
cgnfidered as engaged in the plan: andin refpect to the ob- 
fervance of the recommendation of the Synod of New-York 
and of New-Jeifey, to the churches under their care, no 
intelligence hath been received, but that the plan went into 


full effect. V. 
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ExPLICATION of ii. Kings v.18.. In this thing the Lord 
pardon thy fervant, that when my mafter goeth into the houfe 
of Rimmon to worfhip there, and he leaneth on my hand, ana 
L bow myfelf in the houfe of Rimmon; when I bow down n- 
Self in the houfe of Rimmen, the Lord pardon thy fervant in 
this thing. 

HESE words were addreffed to the prophet Elifha by 
_ Naaman, a diftinguiihed officer of Benhadad, king of 

Syria.. The Syrians were idolaters, who worthipped an idol 

called Rimmen. 

Naaman being afflicted with the loathfome and contagious 
difeafe of leprofy, was perfuadedrogo into Samaria and make 
application to Eliiha fora cure. Having wathed feven times 
In Jordan, agreeably to the direction given, he was reftored 
0 perfect foundnefs and health. The circumftances of the 
‘ure convinced Naaman that it was miraculous, and that 
Vol, s No. I. I the 
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the Godof Hrael is the only true God to whom all worth; 
is due. This short hiftory; is neceflary to underftand the 
paflage now under confideration. , 
Lhere are many who alledge that the words can and ought 
to be tranilated in the paft inftead of the prefent tenfe: 
“ wheo my mafter went into the houfe of Rimmon, ‘and 
I bowed myfelf in the houfe of Rimmon.”” Naaman then 
aiked pardon for what he had already committed, and not 
for what he expected hereafter tocommit. The advocates for 
this interpretation fay, that there is an abfurdity m making 
him afk pardon for a fn which he intended to commit, that 
this is inconfiftent with true penitence, and that had this 
been the cate, the prophet would have reproved him, and 
not diimifled him with this approbation, go iw-peace. 
Admitting that the words may be thus read, and every 
difficulty remeved, yet, by adhering to our own tranflation, 
which we fhould. never unneceflarily forfake, the matter 
is capable of afatis. factory folution. Naaman does notdelire 
to be excufed in continuing to worthip the Syrian idol, bur 
for the appearance of it; for accompa: ying his mafter who 
leaned on his arm » and when the mafter bowed, the other 
flooped for the fake of convenience ; and this might be con- 
ftrued into an acti of adoration. The only difficulty then 


is, that if this much is acknowledged to be finful, and Naa- 
man’s confcience teftifed againft him, why was he not for- 
bidden by the prophet, and farther inftrucied in his duty? 
If he was exculed, might not thofe Jews in BabylJon have 
faved themfelves from perfecution, by faying that they fell 
down at the found of the mufic, and not to worthip the 


+ 
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image?» What occafi‘n for the apoftolic injunction, that 
the Gentile converts thouldtergthemfelues from things offered 
‘9 idols ?---\t may be faid in aniwer, that the words of the 
prophet at parting are not to be underftood as an affent to 
Naaman’s requeit, hut as a common falutation at fuch'a 
time, or rather as a prayer that God would direct him in this 
by a communication. of greater light. 

Upoa the whole, 1t appears that though he was converted 
‘rom idolatry to the worfhip of the true God, yet that he 


«vas not eftablithed and prepared to comply with his duty in 


ts full extent; that from his conneétion and office in the 
kingdom of Syria, he tcrefaw certain things to which he 


sult fubmit, and. therefore withed to reconcile them to his 


prefent 
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dent profeffion, and to obtain the fanétion of the prophet. 
| Fittory does not inform us of his future charaéter and con- 
duct. It is to be believed, that he continued fincere in 
the renunciation of a falfe worfhip, that he was gradually 
enlightened in his duty, and that with the cleanting of his 
Jeprofy, began the healing of the more fatal difeafe of his 
foul. Happy they whofe afflictions thus terminate! J/any 
lepers, favs the Evangelift, were in L/rael, in the time of Eli- 
fous the prophet; and none of them was cleanfed faving Naaman 
the Syrian. 

The principal refleStions which arife from this paffage of 
{cripture are thefe two: 

z. Ihe dangerous influence which worldly intereft has 
upon the minds of men. Naaman was an officer of high 
gank and character in the idolatrous court of Syria, and he 
could not think of facrificing his great emoluments and his 
future profpects to hisnew protefion. | He would willingly 
retain both, and, if poflible, reconcile them. Had he ftood 
ina different connection, he would not, perhaps, have hef- 
tated'a moment to have joined hiratelf to the people of God, 
and tohave gone no more to the houfe of Rimmon; but in- 
tere(t powerfully pleads, and warps his judgment. 

How much more noble and difinterefted was the condu@ 
of Mofes, who refu/ed to be called the fon of Pharaot:’s daugh- 
ter, choofing rather to fuffer affiiciion with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleafures of fin for a feafon! How mach 
more heroic that of Daniel, in openly worthipping his God, 
and defpifing the terror of the lion’s den! It is to be confi- 
dered however, that thefe perfons had been early inftructed 
in true religion, and were matured in their profeffion; 
whereas Naaman had grown up in idolatry, was lately con- 
verted, and had many prejudices to combat. Accuitomed 
to another warfare, he was unacquainted with the armour 
of God, and had juft begun to grafp the good fhield of faith. 

Allare in danger of being{wayed by their intereft and con- 
neGtions, Though confcience remonftrate, yet its voice is 
often feeble and too feldom regarded. Some, alas, coveting 
after the honours and pleafures of this world, totally forfake 
their profeflion. Others, to avoid reproach, that they may 
Rot appear fingular, or to pleafe men, indulge in things de- 
ftructive of their own peace, and unbecoming the goipel of, 
Chit, At.one time, they are to be fecn in the houfe off 
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God, and at another, bowing themfelves down to Rimmon: 
at one time joining in devout exercifes, and at another re. 
forting to places of fafhionable amufement: perhaps offer, 
ing the very excufe of Naiman; that they went to oblige 
and accompany others; that from their conneétion and cir. 
cle of acquaintance they could not refrain without giving 
offence. How long will fuch deceive themfelves ! When 
will they attend to thefe exprefs delcarations of holy fcripture, 
Ye cannot ferve God andmammon. Abftain from all appearances 
of evil. He that taketh not his crofs and followeth after me, 
1s not worthy of me. We muft renounce all for Chrift, and 
follow him through good and through bad report. There 
is no temptation or difficulty in our courfe which we mut 
not, by his grace, endeavour to furmount. | 

2. The fecond reflection is the frequency and danger of 
pleading for what are thought fmall fins. Pardon thy fer. 
want in this thing. As though he had faid, «* This is a {ingle 
and a {mall matter, when compared with the many and 
great duties which I fhal! perform. When I perform thefe, 
fuffer me to follow my inclination and confult my advantage 
in this one thing.”’ 

It is to be feared that many are chargeable with fuch felf- 
deception. They imagine that fmall deviations will be 
pardoned. They balance their virtues againft their vices, 
and conclude that they are fafe in the fuppofed fuperiority 
of the former. © What folly this, when the law of God ad- 
mits of no failure, and even the fmalleft fubjeéts ‘us to the 
curfe equally with thegreateft ! - Though fome fins are more 
flagrant than others, and expofe to a more dreadful punith- 
ment, yet a licenfe is given tonone, and for none can we ex- 
peét pardon but through the merits of the Saviour. The 
fincerely pious man makes war not only with this or that par- 
ticular fin, but with all fin. He endeavours to cleanfe hum 
Self from all filthine/s of the flefh and [pirit, and to perfeet holinefs 
in the fear of God; to lay aftde every weight, and the fin which 
dcth fo eafily befet him, and to-run with patience the race that ts 
Set before him. | i 

Let thofe who plead for their offences as excufeable, talk 
of the goodnefs of their hearts, and their extraordinary V!!- 
tues, remember, that what they think fmall is not fo in the 
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fight of a holy God; that for every idle word that men jfrall 
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and. that after their beft attempts to keep the whole law, 
they muft have a better righteoufnefs than their own, even 
the righteoufnefs of the Lord Jefus Chrift imputed to them, 
or they will fall into everlafting condemnation, 


C. 
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REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS.* 
Zn anfwer to the Queftion, ‘* Why are you a Chriftian?”’ by 
ohn Clarke, Minifter of a Church in Bofton. 

HIS is a work intended to prefent, in a (hort view, 
the principal arguments on which a rational Chriflian 
may be fuppoted to ground his faith. It is divided into 
four feCtions. ‘The fir/ treats of the internal evidence of 
Chriftianity ; the /econd, of the evidence arifing trom its 
early triumphs; the thzrd, of the completion of prophecy ; 
and the fourth, of the character and miracles of Jefus 
Chrift.. And although under each of thefe heads there is 
dui-tittle to be found entirely new, yet we have feldom 
feen fo much powerful. reafoning comprefied within fo fmall 
acompafs, or the chief arguments on this fubject prefent- 
edin fo concife, perfpicuous, and {pirited a manner. 
Perhaps if the author had introduced a few thoughts on 
the infufiiciency of natural religion, and had in a more 
pointed manner fhewn the neceffity of fome fuch plan as 
redemption through Jefus Chrift, which the {criptures re- 
weal, he would have rendered the work more complete, 
and would have added to its value. For though this is by 
no means among the firft arguments which fhould lead us 
toembrace Chriftiani y, nor among the moft forcible rea- 
fons which the Chri{tian has to offer for the hope that is in 
him, yet it is furely a moft important confideration, aad 
mut, more or leis, influence every believer. This point 
deferves the more ferious attention, becaufe many infidels 
-Teje&t our precious religion, chiefly from an idea that it is 
altogether unnecef/Jary, which they fuppote fufficient to ftand 
againft hofts of arguments in its favour. 
As this performance is the anfwer of a believer to the 
: querie, 


* Tt is not the defign of the Editors toreview generally, {mall 
and occafional performances. The prefent are reviewed princt- 
pally-becaufe they afford fome valuable extracts. 
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querie, on what grounds he refts his own faith, perhaps 
another argument is omitted, which might have been jp. 
troduced to great advantage. Every believer has a Witnef; 
in himfelf tor the truth of Chriftianity, which all his adver, 
faries are notable to gainfay nor refift. The divine power 
of the gofpel on his own heart, is, to Aim, a fatisfactory eyj. 
dence that it is a genuine gift of heaven. A fubtile adverfar 

may perplex him with fophittry, or filence him with vollies 
of prophane wit; but he can never be perfuaded to believe 
that acunningly deviled fable, of which he has fede the effica- 
cy. This perhaps may not appear conclufive to an unbeliey. 
ing adverfary ; but tothe Chriftian Azm/e/f no argument cag 
be more fatistactory, none more precious 

Upon the whole, this work, in its kind, muft be prof 
nounced excellent. Werecommend it as fuch to our readers, 
and wifhte fee it in general circulation. Of the authot’s 
ftyle and manner, the reader may fudge by the tcilowing 
quotation. It is defignedly long, not fo much f r ihe pur- 
pofe of affording a mere ipecimen of the performance, as 
for the fake of republifhing in this vehicle the excellent 
obfervations it contains. See p. 37. 

‘* From the wit exerted upon Chriftianitv, I proceed to 
more fober cbjections; and I muft fay, that however 
plaufible they may feem at firft, they donot, by any means, 
invalidate its evidence. Many of them are impertinent, 
becaufe they are levelled not againft the Chrittian religion, 
but againft its corruptions ; and many more are fufficient- 
ly anfwered by an appeal to the conftitution of nature, and 
the degree of evidence upon which we act in general con- 
cetns. Some objections, if admitted, would overthrow the 
credit of all hiftory ; and others, when purfued to their jut 
confequences, would not only {ubvert the religion of 
Chrift, but would alfo bury natural religion in its ruins. 

‘¢ In vain then are objections of this kind urged againft 
Chriftianity. In vain am I reminded that the gofpel was 
Arft preached to the multitude, and not to the learned and 
wife. . 1 know that there is as much fairnefs of mind in the 
former as inthe latter; andin regard to matter of fact, 
that they are as competent judges. In vain am | called to 
reflect, that falfe pretences to infpiration and lying wonders 
have in all ages been employed for political purpoles. Lhe 


fat I do not difpute; but I deny the conclufion. Felt 
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hoods are daily uttered ; but does it follow that the truth is 
never fpoken ? becaufe many counterfeits arein circulation, 
isthere no unadulterated coin? As I have before had occafion 
toobferve, the various arts of religious impofitions take 
their origin from real miracles, and areal infpiration. In 
vain amy I told, that the Chriftian fyftem is not univerfal ; 
and of confequence, cannot proceed from the common pa- 
sent of mankind. f[ know that reafon is imparted in various 
degrees ; that the means of improvement, civil libertv, and 
ai the outward bleffings of life, are beflowed in a diite: 

mealure on different objc&ts: and yet fam perfuaded, that 
they all come from God. In vainis my attention called to 
theangry difputes of Chriftians, refpecting the dottrines of 
the gofpel. 1am convinced that fuch is the weaknefs of 
the human mind, difputes may arife on any fubjeG&. I 
hear men difpute on the prnciplesofgovernment, the rights 
af citizens, and the. nature and extent of civil libertv; and 
yet, I doubt not, that thefe rights and this liberty, have a 
real foundation, and that the end of covernment is their 
fecurity: Why then fhould the difputes of Chriftians 
difcredit the gofpel? In vain is my faith infulred with the 
mortifying infinuation that profeffors do not exemplify the 


virtues of their religion; that their principles and praCtice 


aeoften at variance. fam fenfible thatChriftians are ra- 
tonalagents; and that the influence of their religion is not 
eompulfory, but moral. Why then ihould I be more fur- 
prifed, that the laws of the gofpel fhould he occafionally 
iifterarded, than that the dictates of confcienee, or the 
laws written. on the heart fhould not always maintain their 
authority? In vain will any ufe to the prejudice of Chrif- 
(amity, the ambition of a priefthood, and the various 
eps by which the minifters of religion afcend from the 
condition of inftruCtors, to thatof oppreffors. The gofpet 
am certain gives no countenance to fuch abufes. So far 
from it, {piritual pride, and f{piritual tyranny, are objets 
Oitsexecration. | might goon to enumerate other popu- 
lar objections againit the fyitem ; but he who has formed 
ideas of Chriltianity from the writings of the evangelilts 
and apoftles, will be certain that its credit is not injured by 
them. nee 
_*Asthereis not any fubjeét which may not beturned into 
ndicule, neither is there any hiftorical ta&, again{t which 
many 
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many plaulible objections may not be raifed. Cz nfidering 
his power, influence and popularity, the deftruction of Czfar 
by the Roman fenators may be oppofed with great inge. 
nuity } and many arguments may be brought to fix a fufpi- 
cion on tis part of ancient hiftory. The execution of 
Charles the Firit, and the triumphs of Cromwell, are like- 
wife articl’s which a logician might affail with many ob- 
ject ins. And if a feeptic were fo difpofed, how eafily might 
he refute, (as the term is fometimes underftood) the Ame- 
rican hiftoty of independence? He might contraft the naval 
and mulitary ftrength, the riches and the population of Bri- 
tain, with the poverty and weaknefs of the colonies: he 
might alio expatiate on the different principles, habits, in- 
terfefing Mtcrefts, and jealoufies of the colonifts; and fub- 
joining the fears of fome, and the ftrong attachment of 
others, to their political parent, he might, from the whole 
thew the sneredibility of our revolution. — Still the glorious 
fact is a refutation of fuch reafonings. And I muft ob- 
lerves that in regard to hiftorical relation, the teftimony of 
one otedible wicnefs will outweigh millions of fuch objec 
tions as iu truitful imagination may eafily invent. 

‘+ Ubis Conviction never fails to accompany me, when I 
tep2i? to tle facred oracles. Inthe New Teftament, | find 
a detail of inftructions given, of wonders performed, and 
of fufuriGcsrevealed. lam alfo entertained with a particu- 
lar account of the fufferings, death, refurreétion and afcen- 
lion of JefusChrift. Other aftonifhing events are likewile 
as citcumfantially related. And the hiftory containing 
thefe things appear to be as fairly written, and to carry 
with Kas fabftantial proofs of its authenticity, as any hiftory 
which has gained credit in the world. Do any afk why I 
helieve the authenticity of the Chriftian records? I anfwer, 
for tlie fame reaton that I believe the antiquity of Virgil’s 
Poems, Cxlar’s Commentaries,or Salluft’s Narrations: and 
that J8, the concurring teftimony of all intervening ages. 
Do afty afk why | believe, that the feveral books were writ 
ten by the perfons whofe names they bear? I anfwer, fot 
the fame feafon that JT believe the Georgics to be the pro- 
duction os Virgil ; Jerufalem Delivered, that of Taffo; Para- 
dife Loft, that ot Milton; an I. flay on the Subject of Mira- 
cles, to be the work of Hume; and a Refutation of that 
Effay, the periermance of Campbell. Do any = 
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whether the facred pages have ot been greatly corrupted ; 
as appears by collation of earlieft manufcripts, and an appeal 
to the earlieft verfions,. and ancient fathers. So many cor- 
roborating circumftances plead in favour of the rolpel, that 
| muft either diftruft all records, “or continue to admit the 
guthenticity of thofe, which difplay the duty and the hopes 
of a Chriftian. 

«© To conclude: the religion of Jefus Chrift does not de- 
dine a fair examination. It confents to meet oppofition ; 
pot in the character of its opponent, it requires certain qua- 
lifications, which have not always appéared in the conteit. 
Ierequires a large acquaintance with the fyftem itfelf; an 
acquaintance formed, not through the medium of human 
creeds, but by a direct application to the evangelic records. 
Andit requires an extenfive knowledge of the peculiar lan- 
guage in which thefe records were originally compofed, of 
the various readings founded on different manufcripis, of 
Heathen and fewilh.teftimonies of the cuftoms, and moral 
ftate of thofe countries where Chriftianity was firit publiih- 
ed, of the concefhons: and objections of the earlieit unbe- 
levers, and of the. genera! hiftory of the church. ‘Thus 
farnifhed, feveral have attacked this relizion; burt the con- 
teft has generally terminated in their conviction. I know 
many inftances, where mien have opened the hiftory of 
Chit with the difrefpe& of unbelievers, and clofed it with 
the reverence of Chriftians. 

. Theprevailing fentimentsof Americans will be naturally 
onthe fide of that religion which has been the fubjeé of 
thiswork, Its influence in the firft fettlement of this coun- 
try will not be foon effaced from their minds. Their 
political principles will infpire a reverence for a fyftem, 
which admits of no refpect of perfons, but enjoins the fame 
duties on all, and opens to all the fame profpedts of glory, 
ur and immortality, Its benevolent tendency, coii- 
firing with its evidence, muft enfure toit a fair examina- 
tiom: . And thofe who thus examine, even if they remain 
UNconvinced, will confent that others fhould cultivate its 
temper, and follow itsxzules. ‘They will not be difpleafed 
to fee the virtues of their neighbours directed and invigo- 
rated by Chriftian principles. And though they may not 
fee fit to adopt their language, yet they will impute no un- 
bee . common 
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phemed the aftonithing ftoops of his mercy?” Every fins 

cere believer in Jefus Chrift mut be deeply. penetrated 

with thefe difhonotrs done to his: Redeciner’s*mame. And 

he will find, in thefe daring imapicties, in the general vice 

that {urrounds him, aed in His own heart, the fubjects of 

profound repentancé,, ntrition before God. Arreft, 

© Lard! the growing nity of the age! When will the 

iniquities of men come to an end, and the reign of truth and 

_rightcoufnefs be extended from the rifing to the fetting fun | 
***What, then, my brethren, is our duty on this day?’ Is 


* it not to humble our fouls before God under his correétions? 


Is it mot to make confeffion of our fins, and to tétn from 
them with all our heart to the living and true God? Let 
Bs fervently addrefs our prayers to the throne of his grace, 
that he would proteé& and blefs our country---chat he would 


endue with that wifdom which is from above, our legifla- 
tires, our magiftrates, and our judges---that lie would pro«- 


mote the means of general knowledge, and extend the tn- 
fluence of truc religion as the fureft bafis of the public weal 
i-2fffat he would teach us with fobriety, temperance, and 


Whankfulnefs of heart, to enjoy the bleflings of his provi- 


dence, affured that, if we do not glorify him in the ufe-of 
hisemereies, he will glorify himfelf in the exccution of his 
judgments. Let us, finally, implore from his as that. he 
would.fpare the blood of our brethren thed by crue : 

rocious hands---that he would allay the convulfions that 
agitate the Chriftian world---and. thathe, who has alb t+ 


“@entsjaand the Kedies of all men in his hands, would brin 


from the‘bofom of that cliaos, anew creation of liberty a 
pence, and true religion over the whole earth---- Auex.? 
¥ Me. a 7 sh Ot 
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68 The Editors inform their patrons, that unavoidable cir- 

wn (lances prevented the appearance of this firfi number foonet ; 
aid that the type being fmaller than was intended, accafioned a 
defictency as toe the pages promifed. They flatter themfeives, 
however, that the quantity of. matter chiefly original, will v7ve 
fatifaftion. Zt ts their intention to have the future mumbers 


” printehin a larger type, and to attend to every umprovement 


which mav occur to them, or be /uggefted hy others. 
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words, which are unintelligible fo moft, and unprofitable 
to all. * Not that we, would condemn, but would recom- 
mend {trenuous endeavours after a juit eloquence, of which 
this difcourfe affords feveral inftances. 

A particular confideration of the author’s ftyle and man- 
ner will not be required by thofe acquainted with rhem, and 
{trangers may judge for them {elves fay the following extra& 
from the conclution, which, though it may not be the beft {pe- 
cimen, yet contains fentiments highly applicable at this day. 

‘© Added to all our other fins,’’ fays he, ‘* have we not 
to deplore in this pretended age of reafon, the progrefs of a 
bold andslicentious infidelity that iseat war with all reafon, 
morals, and religion-: -whofe God is nature, whofe apoftles 
are profligates, whofe faith is the innocence of criminal 
pleafures, and whofe law of duty is the impulfe of paffion. 
An age of reafon! Ie is an age of luxury, of difipation,got 
relaxéd morals, of fuperfcial inquiry. Its vices have made 
it defirous of tearing away the reftraints of religion. . Pained 
by the light of divine truth, it has endeavoured to replun 
itfelf into the dirknefs of ancient paganifm. It has Hated 
the rigid law of revealed duty ; it has feared the deftiny of 
fin in a future world: and in order to rid itfelf of the ob- 
je@ts of its hatred and its fears, it has been willing to ex- 
tinguith the blefled hopes of immortality---It has written 


-on the repofitories of the dead, as its beft confolation, 


‘«* death 1s an eternal fleép’’---Or, it has fuffered a delirious 
ymagination to waader with the philofophers of \antiquity 
through an uncertain limbus of fouls where there. are n@& 
bounds to conjecture, and to error. An age of reafon! Is 
is not an enlightened reaton, but a corrupted heart, that 
has refufed to be guided by the lights of the gofpel. s 
‘* Bressep Jesus! ‘Thy gracious and heavenly mif- 
fion has been reje&ed by blinded mortals who have no 
guide to eertainty and truth but thee! Thy divine nature, 
and thy fupreme dominion have been infulted by worms of 
the duit who have dared to rife in rebellion againft thee M-4 
Thy fole and meritorious atonement has been denied by 
miferable finners who have no hope in eternity but thee ! 
My brethren! fhall not God punith by his righteous judg- 
ments, if it be not brought to repentance, a gaz/ty age Which 
has impioufly endeavoured to drag the Sun of Righteou/ne/s 
form his fphere--- which has infulted his glory, and blat- 


phemed 
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common weaknefs, incredulity, or fanaticifm to thofe wh, 
fhall fay, with the apoftle, ‘* Lord, to whom fhall we go} 
‘Thou haft the words of eternal life.’’ | in 


—_——— 


A Difcourfe onthe Nature and Reafonablene/s of Fafting, &. 

delivered at Princeton, ‘Fanuary 6, 1798» by Samuel Stay. 

— hope Smith, D. D. Vice Prefident and Profeffor of More 

* Philofophy and Divinity in the College of New-Ferfey. Phi. 
ladelphia, printed by William Y oung. 


ey f{ubject of this difcourfe 1s taken from Joel ii 1, 
13 Tiuref ore aifo now, faith the Lord, turn ye even to me 
evith all your heart, and with fafiing, and with weeping, at 
quith mourning; and rend your heart and not your garment, 
and turn unto the Lord your God, for he is gracious and mur. 
ciful, flow to anger, and of great kindne|s, and repenteth him 
of the evil. After an introduction, in which is fhowntha 
fafting has been the moft frequent and natural way, in al 
ages, of manifefting humility and penitence under affic 
tive difpenfations of Divine Providence, the preacher men- 
tions fummarily the circumftances which call to a faft, and 
propofes to point out the nature, the reafonablenefs, and 
the prefent caufes of fafting. — Each of thefe heads is. very 
proper, and Is judicioufly difcuffed. Perhaps he might 
have added, with equal propriety, the encouragement held 
out to humiliation and repentance; for he is gracious and 
merciful, «Sc, ‘Lime, indeed, will not always allow to 
enlarge on every thing ina text; but, though the mercy 
God is confuntly implied and occafionally inculcated, ye 
it is foun portant, and fo ftrongly infifted on by the prophet, 
that it might have been more fully illuftrated, and. more 
pointedly urged on the hearts of. the hearers. oh 
Having ventured this free remark, it is but juftice © 
fay, that though this difcourfe was written, as appeal, 
with no view to the prefs, and the ftyle is fuch as is ufual 
with the preacher on the Sabbath, yet it deferves not the 
lefs commendation. ‘The excellence of any performance 
ss the fuitablenefs to its end; and we had rather fee the 1g 
iorant inftructed, the carelefs awakened, and the ferious 


confirmed, than curious fpeculations and a yain parade | 
; words; 
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words; which are unintelligible ¢o moft, and unprofitable 
to.alls » Not. that we would condemn, but would récom- 
mend ftrenuous endeavours-after a julteloquence, of which 
this dif@ourfe affords, feveral inftances. ! nal 
Aparticular confideration‘of the author’s ftyle and’‘man- 
per will not be required by thefe acquainted with them, and 
firangers may judge for themfeives-by the following extract 
from the'conclufion, which, thoughit-may not be the beft {pe- 
cimen, yet contains fentiments highly applicable‘at this day. 
« Added to.all-ourother fins,’’, fays he, ‘¢: have we-not 
todeplore in this pretended age of reafon, the progrefs:of - 
holdand licentious infidelity that is at war with all reafo 
mofals, and) religion---whote God is nature, whofe apof 
gre profligates, whofe faith is the innocence of cr 
pleafures, anid_whofe.law of duty is the unpulfe.of p 
Anvage of reafon! [tis an age of luxury, of diffipat’ 
selaxed: morals, of {uperficial inquiry. Its vicesh 
idefirious of tearing away the-reftraints of religio- 
by.thelight of divine truth, it has endeavoured 
itfelf into the darknels of ancient pagagifin. 
the rigid ‘law ofrevealed duty ;-at has feake 
fn inva future. wor!d; and in order to rid 
Gs of its hatred and its fears,,it-has be 
tiiguith the bleffed hopes of immortality 
om the Tepofitories’ of the dead,. as ‘its 
‘death isian eternal fleep’’---Or, it has 
imagination to wander with the ph 
af uncertain limbus of 
‘bounds to conjecture, and to erry 
Snot.an enlightened reafou, b» 
has'refufed to be guided by the » 
“BLEsseEp Jesus! ‘Thy gr 
hon has been rejected by blinde 
guide to certainty and truth but d. 
and thy fupreme dominion have b 
the duft who have dared to rife in° 
hy fole and_ meritorious atone: 
Miferable finners who have no h 
My brethren! fhall not God pu 
nents, if it be not brought to rep. 
a impioufly endeavoured to drag 
form his fphere--- which has infulte: 
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phemed the’ aftonifhing ftoops of his mercy?” Every fin. 
cere believer in Jefus Chrift muft be deeply penetrates 
with thefe difionours done to his Redeeimer’s name. Anj 
he will find, in thefe daring impicties#in the genefal vicg 
that furrounds him, and in his own heart, the fubjeéts of 
profound repentance and eontrition before God. Apreft, 
O Lord! the growing profanity of the age! When will th 
iniquities of niet) come to an end, and the reign of truth and 
tighteoufnefs bevextended from the rifing to the fetting fun! 
«What, then; my brethren, js our duty on this day? |; 

4 not to liumble our fouls before God under his correétions! 
it not to make conteffion of our fins, and to turn from 

m with all our heart to the living and true God? Let 
ently addrefs our prayers to the throne of his grace, 

would protect and blefs our country---that he would 

vith that wifdom which is from above, our legifls 

- magiftrates, and our judges*--that he would pro- 

‘eans of general Knowledge, and extend the in- 

‘e religion as the fureft.bafis of the public weal 

“td teach us with fobriety, temperance, and 

“Sart, to enjoy the bleffings of his provi- 

at, if we do not glorify him in the ufe of 

iil glorify himfelf in. the execution of his 

sy finally, implore from Kis mercy that he 

vod of our brethren thed by cruel and fe- 

t he would allay the convulfions that 

orld---and that he, who has all ¢- 

‘4 men in his hands, wouldbris* 

085” a hew- creation of liberty and 

‘er the whole tarth---- AMEN.” 


Seca pean aeabennfinaeeiemn seen ptnae cantons 


‘their patrons, that unavoidable Cis | 
pearance of this firft number fooner: 
ler than was intended, occafiontd a 
sromifed. They flatter ‘themfclvts, 
f mattcr, chiefly original, gull give 
ention to have the future numbers 
ind to attend to every improvemenl 


, or be fuggefted by others. 























